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Attend The State Convention at Miami April 3-4-5 


To Further Library Fellowship and Progress 
Register Now! 
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Invitation from Miami! 


HOTEL PATRICIA 


“HEART OF DOWNTOWN” 
312 S. E. 2nd Avenue 





Extends A 


Friendly Welcome To 


FLORIDA 
STATE LIBRARY 
CONVENTION 


April 3-4-5 


? 





. ; 

‘ |. 
; 
; 


. ‘LOWEST RATES OF ANY 
“FIRST CLASS HOTEL 


IN MIAMI 





SINGLE ROOM, with Bath 


thew 





Make Reservations Now! 


:- ROLAND HOWELL 


Manager 


Phone 3-3123 





New buildings and additions 
are always good news and we’re 
happy to report that, besides the 
“dream come true” in Miami, 
which we’re all going to see soon, 
and the St. Petersburg addition 
(written up in this issue), there 
are new buildings at Delray 


Beach, Pompano Beach, Ft. 
Meade, and Avon Park. 
Renovations and alterations 


are the order of the day at West 
Palm Beach and Lakeland, and 
although Peggy Beaton, down at 
Coral Gables, hasn’t that new 
addition she’s been praying for, 
she reports that the main library 
has a complete new ceiling light- 
ing system, thereby eliminating 
those dark corners that irk both 
patrons and staff. Zelda Adams 
(West Palm Beach) promises all 
the gory details of her complete 
renovation when we see her in 
Miami, though from her card 
we’re not sure whether it’s Zelda 
or the library that is being reno- 
vated. 

The library building at Pom- 
pano Beach is already started 
and according to Josephine Pea- 
body, the librarian, will be finish- 
ed by May. Actually Josephine 
said, ‘“‘hopes’’, but we’re firm be- 
lievers in the affirmative rather 
than the negative approach, so 
we’re reporting will be. Thearchi- 
tect’s drawing shows a delight- 
fully modern building, with a 
low-walled terrace in front pro- 
viding an outdoor reading room. 
The Pompano Beach Garden Club 
has been given the lot adjoining 
the Library and will landscape 
both lots as one of its projects. 
Congratulations Pompano Beach! 

Serena C. Bailey, Lakeland, 
says the most important news 
she has to offer is that they are 
installing additional steel shelv- 
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ing, thereby _ relieving 
crowded condition of their p 
sent shelves. No one but a fell 
librarian who has tried vainly 
find room for one more bo¢ 
could possibly appreciate whi 
this means to Miss Bailey and 
able staff. Lucky Miss Bailey a 
the people of Lakeland that the 
have room in which to put the 
extra feet of shelving. 


Avis Slaughter at Avon P 
is in the throes of moving her lil 
rary, and she has all our s 
pathy. Anyone who has ever 
to move a library, large or smal 
knows what a job it is and we’ 
not surprised that she mis 
our postcard query for news 
a few days. . .we’re just surprise 
that she didn’t mislay herself ¢ 
the library. Bet she’s wishing 
could about now! Hope she g 
all moved before April so th 
we can see her and hear all 
wonderful details of Avon Par 
new building. When the groun 
are leveled and planted there} 
be pictures taken and we’re loc 
ing forward to seeing them 
Florida Libraries one of the 
days, but maybe she’ll have so 
snapshots at least to show 
Miami. Incidentally, this inqui 
ing reporter was curious abot 
Miss Slaughter, and maybe 
are too, so we’ll pass on the 
formation that she is not rela 
to Dr. Frank G. Slaughter. 


Hurray for Miami Beach 
their new bookmobile. Bert 
Aldrich says they’ve purchased 
22 foot, model C. O. E. Gers 
slager and that it will be put 
service late this spring. “B 
envy withers at another’s jo 
so we’re trying not to be 
grudge Bertha and Miami Beat 


(Continued on page nineteen) 
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See you in Miami on April 3rd. 

Yes, folks, that’s the talk that is going around 
the state and from advance reports most of the 332 
FLA members will be there. If you haven’t made 
reservations, please do so at once. 
Everybody’s going and the Flori- 
da Library Association convention 
is always a grand time to seeyour 
friends. 

Excellent speakers have been 
provided for each session and the 
local committee will look after our 
entertainment before, during and 
after the convention. 

So plan to be in Miami April 3-4-5. Bring your 
staff members, your trustees, your faculty mem- 
' bers, superintendent, principal, and your local 





Our President's Message 


Friends of the Library. Phone your neighor li- 
brarians and urge them to attend. Swell the crowd 
and make the 29th convention the best ever. 


The success of any convention depends on the 
cooperation of our members, and a whole hearted 
response from those in attendance. Our exhibitors 
are our good friends. Mostofthose whoexhibitedin 
former years will be with us again and many new 
ones will be present. We earnestlyrequestthatyou 
visit each exhibit at the Convention, meet each ex- 
hibitor, see his products, and if possible give him 
an order. It will be appreciated. 


All roads then lead to Miami April 3-5. Write 
for reservations now. Bring your staff, your trus- 
tees, your friends. See you in Miami. 


Paul A. T. Noon 


| Attend The State Convention at Miami April 3-4-5 
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A Rich and Rewarding Program 
Slated for 52 Convention at Miami 


Facts, fun and fancy, the sti- 
mulation of library shop talk 


Seumas MacManus, Poet, Shanachie, 

Dean of Irish Literature, and, below, 

Dr. Mary Duncan Carter, Library Con. 
sultant for the Grolier Society. 


with fellow librarians, the seri-- 


ous business of planning further 
library progress in the state will 
all have their moment in the sun 
at Miami on April 4-5-6. Advance 
indications are that this will be 
one of the best attended siate 
gatherings in our history. Cer- 
tainly with the figures named 
and pictured on these pages the 
official program offers a rich and 
rewarding three days. 


The Miami setting, the magni- 
ficent new public library to be 
seen there, and the promise of 
plans for our’ entertainment, 
should tip the scales on the favor- 
able side if you’ve been hesitat- 
ing over to go or not to go. Early 
registration is desirable so that 
our hosts will know how big the 
guest list is to be for the various 
events. 


Permeating the fellowship of 
the gathering will be the sense 
that this is a pivotal year in our 
state’s library progress. A com- 
munity of intention shaped at the 


sit bie Sada Si Bla tsa aia 


het 
Mary R. Walsh, Author’s Representa. 


tive, writer. editor and library con- 


sultant. 


convention will do much to in- 
fluence legislation in 1953 and 
bring us into next year’s gather- 
ing with a record of real accom- 
plishment. 


Mary Duncan Carter began 
life in Minnesota, acquired her 
Ph. D., in Chicago, taught Library 
Science in Canada, and Califor- 
nia, and did war library work in 
Egypt. At present she is consult- 
ant to the Grolier Society and 
will be with us to acquire as well 
as to share experience and infor- 
mation. 


Dr. Dorothy Dodd’s planned 
statement of policy as the newly 
appointed State Librarian is a 
beckoning highlight of the con- 
vention. Ten years our Florida 
archivist, a year as acting state 
librarian, training in the liberal 
arts and journalism combine with 
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Dr. Archie Liddell McNeal, Director of 
Libraries and Professor of Ldébrary 
Science, University of Miami. 


a Ph. D. in history to form her 
background. Florida’s librarians 
will find her program to lift our 
library service to higher levels a 
matter of the most vital interest. 
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Marjorie Stoneman Douglas 
isn’t pictured here, but her name 

































| in- is a familiar one. From slick fic- 
and tion for the Saturday Evening 
her- Post to the scholarship demanded 









-om- of editors of serious historical 
publications Mrs. Douglas has 
had a wide range of acceptance 
for her writings. A well-thumbed 

7B an book in every Florida library is 

her “The Everglades; River of Grass” 
rary which she wrote for the Rivers of 
ifor- America Series. 

‘k in 

sult- P : 

alll Dr. Archie McNeal became Di- 

well rector of Libraries and Professor 

for of Library Science at the Univer- 
sity of Miami just last month. We 
are glad to be able to hear him 
while his impressions of us are 
oned still fresh and-we know he has 
ewly wide horizons of ideas and ex- 
is a perience to communicate to Flori- 
con- da’s librarians. 

yrida 

a Shanachie—you accent the first 

poh syllable in case you’ve been too 
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busy looking up words for other 


people to look this one up for 
yourself, Shanachie MacManus, 
the word means “teller of tales’’. 
Shanachie Seumas MacManus is 
a magician with words. In County 
Donegal of Ireland he mastered 
a hundred tales by the time he 
had seven years to himself. We 
hope for a hundred in Miami 
but shall maybe be content with 
one hundred and one. 


“You meet such interesting 
people.””’ Mary Walsh, authors’ 
representative, writer, with a fine 
publishing career in her back- 
ground has heard those words, 
well, a thousand times, at least. 
In her talk on THE WRITING 
PROFESSION we are sure to 
hear about some of those inter- 
esting people, and store up some 
things to tell the less fortunate 
folks back home. 


Harry S. Wrenn, not pictured, 
is former Tallahassee correspon- 
dent of the Associated Press, 
and editor-publisher of the Talla- 
hassee Democrat, and now public 
affairs officer for the Southeas- 
tern Region of the Federal Civil 
Defense Administration. “The 





Library in Civil Defense’’ is his 
topic, and a timely one. 


There may be some changes 
or additions. Your official pro- 
gram will tell you about them. 
But you must agree that we are 
to fare well indeed those three 
April days in Miami. 


Dr. 


Dorothy Dodd, newly-appointed 
State Librarian for the state of Flori- 
da, and, below, Shanachie MacManus 
surrounded by a listening group in his 
native Treland. 


LONDON LETTER... 


Dr. Louis Shores Praises British Libraries 


February 10, 1952 
Dear Friends: 

I have just returned from Ed- 
inburgh where I witnessed the 
Proclamation of the Accession of 
Queen Elizabeth II. It has been 
asad week here. King George VI 
was a very good man. His face 
showed that gentleness and self- 
subordination that makes for real 
greatness. And now, as the people 
say, begins a new Elizabethan 
period in English history. 

At the University of Edinburgh 
Library Dr. Sharpe showed me the 
desk presented by George John- 
stone, Governor of West Florida, 
to Adam Ferguson. (Dr. Hanna 
will be able to give us the history 
of the gift). The desk is known as 
Adam Ferguson’s Roll Top Desk 
and has on it the inscription 
“From George Johnstone to Ad- 
am Ferguson, a last farewell. 
Died May 26, 1787, age 56.” I’m 
sure Dr. Sharpe had been wait- 
ing to show me this. 

I love Britain and the British 
people. Here I see evidence of a 
great nation in the self-discipline 
and courage of the individual. 
Newsboys leave all their money 
on street corners with their news- 
papers and no Londoner whbuld 
think of being dishonest. I know 
of» no other large city in the 
world with such a daily display of 
public trust. In theatres there 
are expensive opera glasses at the 
seats rentable for sixpence. I am 
told not a single opera glass has 
ever disappeared. London Un- 
derground is more orderly and 
neat than New York Subway only 
because Londoners take seriously 
the sign ““Keep Britain Tidy’’. 

The British people are deter- 
mined to restore the balance be- 
tween the dollar and the pound 
sterling. Despite war losses they 
are rationing themselves, fore- 
going luxuries to the export trade 
accepting increased taxes, work- 
ing hard. I wonder how many of 
us could “‘take it” to go into our 
stores and be told that we must 
buy cheaper goods; the better 
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materials are for export only. 

Something of this strength is 
apparent in the library effort. I 
have the growing feeling that 
British librarians know more 
about American librarianship 
than “vice versa’. Some signiti- 
cant thinking and doing, profes- 
sionally, is abundantly evident 
over here. 

They are aware of our quantit- 
ative thinking—our statistics, 
our surveys, our questionnaires. 
When I first got here they spoke 
of these things in American li- 
brarianship understandingly but 
critically. As they know me bet- 
ter they remark, humorously, 
about our great faith in these 
data. The new type of examina- 
tion seems fallible to them. They 
see dangers in students mark- 
ing questions “true” or ‘‘false’’, 
etc. The essay question predomi- 
nates here because they want to 
discover some of the tangibles 
as well as the intangibles about 
students. They use questionnaires 
sparingly to study their libraries; 
rely on qualitative appraisals. 

There are many library matters 
of interest here but I shall con- 
fine my observations to one item 
for each type of library. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES: In the 
United Kingdom there are over 
50 million people. Only 60,000 
are in areas that are without li- 
brary service. That means one- 
tenth of one percent, or positively, 
99.9 per cent of the British peo- 
ple have access to free public lib- 
rary service! It is the greatest 
known public library coverage in 
the world. We need to tell this to 
our state government in Florida. 


College and University Li- 
braries: The Farmington Plan in- 
terests but does not convince 
them as a solution to the prob- 
lems of bibliographic control or 
research information dissemina 
tion. British librarians have done 
some profound thinking and writ- 
ing on these problems. What is 
more important, they are blazing 


a few trails of their own in co- 
operation. Such agencies as the 
Department of Scientific Re- 
search ASLIB and the Library 
Association, as well as such co- 
operative library efforts as indi- 
cated by the National Central 
Library, the British National 
Bibliography, the London bor- 
ough plan of acquisitions show 
both an awareness of our best 
and a step or two in advance. 


School Libraries. I have still 
to visit North Ireland where indi- 
cations are that some startling 
innovations are under way. But 
I have visited and talked in 
schools in London, Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. They are keenly 
aware of our educational think- 
ing. They admire our effort to 
spread opportunities widely. They 
fear the lowering of our stan- 
dards. Despite my assurance that 
good guidance means better ac- 
commodation to individual differ- 
ences, they caution that increased 
counselling may weaken self-re- 
liance and delay maturity indefi- 
nitely. 


There is some support for their 
belief that their secondary school 
pupils read more and better books 
than ours, write superior English. 
They contend that at that level we 
cannot trace this to selection of 
student population. Real, public 
secondary schools (not tradition- 
al English public schools) like 
Kings Park which I visited in 
Glasgow take all of the children. 


Special Libraries. Government 
industrial and commercial lib- 
raries cooperate, largely through 
ASLIB D. S. I., and Library As- 
sociation, to a degree almost im- 
possible in our country, largely 
because of greater distances. 
Their union clearing homes of 
information are an inspiration to 
this reference librarian. Library 
isolation simply doesn’texist here. 


Library Schools. Only the Uni- 


(Continued on page seventeen) 
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Welcome to Miami-Here’s 
Its Beautiful New Library 


The Miami Public Library 
system, barely ten years old, has 
made tremendous strides in re- 
cent years. It now has six branch- 
es and there is a strong possibi- 
lity of two additional one when 
the new budget is approved at 
the beginning of the next fiscal 
year. Its main library is housed in 
a beautiful new building set in 
the lovely surroundings of Bay- 
front Park. The rapidly expand- 
ing book collection contains 
about 173,000 books; and the 


main library is a selective deposi- 
tory for official government pub- 
lications. The system is entirely 
supported by a library tax mil- 
lage, whch this year has produced 
a budget of $626,904, the largest 
in the library’s history. 


On July 2, 1951, the citizens of 
Miami had their first opportunity 
to enjoy the new Miami Memorial 
library building erected at a cost 
of over a million dollars and pro- 
viding them with all of the latest 
features in library building de- 
sign. Evidently, they hastened 
to take advantage of the new 
facilities, for circulation more 
than doubled in six months 
of operation andregistrationstre- 
bled. From October 1, 1951, 


by Frank B. Sessa 


Director of Libraries 


through January 31, 1952, 197,- 
975 people visited the library. On 
one Sunday afternoon—the lib- 
rary is open Sundays from one 
to six p. m.—1,234 persons came 
into the building. 

The building, of modern classi- 
cal architecture, was designed 
with the object of providing direct 
access from one part of the li- 
brary to another with a minimum 
of wasted effort. It is possibe to 
reach the stacks from almost any 
point on the first floor: and for 
that part of the collection used 
most by the public, the open 
stacks cut materially the amount 
of servicing staff must render. 
The public catalog, recessed off 
the main reading room, is ad- 
jacent to the stacks, and the bor- 
rower may enter them without 
winding his way around pillars or 
along corridors. 

In general. the public coming 
into the library will find on the 
first floor the Fiction Reading 
Room, Periodical Room, General 
or reference Reading Room, Flor- 
ida History Room, and News- 


Miami’s magnificent new main library of moldern classical architecture will demon. 
strate to visitting librarians a happy union of functional arrangement with beauty 
of design. 
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paper Room, On the second floor 
are the Children’s Room, Young 
People’s Room, the Administra- 
tive Offices, and the processing 
areas, Also on the second floor. 
there is a small but attractive 
auditorium that will hold about 
300 persons: and there is a staff 
room with its own kitchen and 
utilities. 

The library maintains in addi- 
tion to its basic collection of cir- 
culation and reference books a 
rental collection, pocket books, a 
record library, and microcard and 
microfilm collections with appro- 
priate reading machines. The 
library has not yet emphasized 
any particular field, butithas built 
a rather fine genealogical collec- 
tion and is beginning to special- 
ize in South Florida history. 

Although. the Miami Public 
Library system is a young one, 
as indeed Miami is a young city. 
the community has not been 
without a long history of library 
service. Early in the history of 
the area there was the Lemon 
City library, now the Lemon City 
branch, to take care of library 
service north of Miamj river; and 
south of the river was the library 
of the Coconut Grove Library As- 
sociation. The present library 
system is, however in a large part 
the result of one of the first pro- 
jects of the newly organized Mi- 
amj Woman’s Club at the turn 
of the century. Theclub maintain- 
ed the library independently un- 
til 1915 when the city first began 
to contribute fifty dollar monthly 
to its support. For almost a quar- 
ter century the library was in the 
clubhonse on Flagler Street, and, 
in 1926 when the new Woman’s 
Club building on the bay at 
Seventeenth Street was opened, 
Flagler Memorial Library moved 
into the spacious new area pro- 
vided for it. By 1924, the City 


(Continued on page seventeen) 
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SOLTAS. Florida State University 


News 


Dean Shores to Return June 16th. 


Dean Louis Shores, who is this 
academic year on a Fulbright 
Fellowship in England, will re- 
turn to Tallahassee at the begin- 
ning of the current summer ses- 
sion. Before his return Dean 
Shores will deliver the Annual 
Lecture of theSeventy-fifth meet- 
ing of the British Library Associ- 
ation Council. He will be not only 
the first American but the first 
librarian to have this honor. 


Dr. Charles Harvey Brown, Dis- 
tinguished Professor. 

Dr. Charles Harvey Brown is 
serving this semester as Distin- 
guished Professor in the School of 
Library Training and Service. Ur. 
Brown is Librarian Emeritus of 
Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa. 
having served between World 
Wars I and II, He is currently 
Bibliographer. at that institution 
and is a past president of the 
American Library Association. He 
is teaching College Library Ad- 
mnistration and Bibliography of 
the Natural Sciences 

Equally stimulating, profes- 
sionally and otherwise, is Mrs. 
Brown (Julia Heath Brown), a 
graduate of Pratt, whose graci- 
ousness and charm has captivated 
us all. 


Faculty changes. 

_Mr. John W. Mitchell, who 
taught in the School of Libray 
Training and Service last sum- 
mer, returned in September as a 
regular member of the staff.Mr. 
Mitchell has only the discussion 
to go on the advanced degree in 
Audio-Visual Education from the 
University of Indiana. He joins 
Dr, Ritche in the expanding Au- 
dio-Visual program. 


Miss Mary Edna Anders, who 
taught with us in the summer of 
1950, came to us also this past 
fall. She has taught in the Lib- 
rary School of the University of 
North Carolina and has been Re- 
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and Plans for Summer Session 


search Assistant to Dr. 
Round Wilson. 

Miss Kathryn Oller, who 
taught with us in the Spring se- 
mester of 1951, is also with us 
this academic year. Miss Oller is 
between bouts in her work ona 
doctorate at the Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago. 

Mrs. T. Q. (Sara Krentzman) 
Srygley as returned to the school 
of Library Training and Service, 
after a two year leave of absence 
with the Florida State Depart- 
ment of Education. 


Summer Faculty. 

A full report cannot yet be 
made, but we are pleased to an- 
nounce that Mr. William Jesse, 
Director of Libraries, University 
of Tennessee, and Mr. Harry 
Dewey, Assistant Director of Lib- 
raries in Charge of Technical Ser- 
vices, Southern Illinois. Univer- 
sity, Carbondale, Illinois, both 
who have been with us the past 
two summers, will return for the 
coming session. We are also 
pleased that Mrs. Ruth L. Rock- 


Louis - 


wood, Illini Browsing Room, Un)- 
versity of Illinois, will join the 
summer faculty to teach Mater- 
ials for Adults and Reading Gui- 
dance for Adults. The last course 
was requested through the round 
robin method by the students in 
course last summer as an offer- 
ing for the coming summer ses- 
sion. The other members of the 
summer staff will be lined up, 
we hope, within the next few 
weeks. 


February Graduates. 

Six canddates for degrees were 
graduated February 2, 1952. B. 
A. Jencie Bales of Lake City; 
John Carlos Marron of Jackson- 
ville; Virginia Tomkinson Hodges 
of Brooksville. M. A. Lessie Bus- 
bee. St. Petersburg; Loka Louise 
Johnson, Arcadia: Natelle Isley, 
Jacksonville. 


Summer School, 

The summer session, 1952, be- 
gins on June 14th—August 15th. 
Withtheexception of L. S. 315 In- 


(Continued on page thirteen) 


Dr. and Mrs. Charles Harvey Brown are pictured before the School of Library Training 

and Service, Florida State University. Dr. Brown, ‘past president of the A. L. A. 

and Ribliographer at Iowa State College, is serving this spring as Distinguished 
Professor at the School of Library Training and Service. 
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Candidates Take Their Stands 
On Library Service and Progress 


THE RLY 
TO: Alto Adams, Dan McCarty, Brailey Odham 


FROM: Paul A. T. Noon, President Florida Li- 
brary Association 


RE: Library Service in Florida 


The public library is a unique American insti- 
tution. It opens the way to knowledge, broadened, 
experience and understanding of ourselves and 
others. Florida stands 48th among the states ac- 
cording to 1951 American Library Association 
figures. Only 59 per cent of Florida’s people have 
access to public library service. Of Florida’s rural 
population 99 per cent have no library service at 
all. The Florida Library Association has prepared 
for introduction in the 1953 legislature a program 
which will enable easy organization of county and 
regional libraries, increased appropriation for the 
Florida State Library, and a state aid fund to 
establish county demonstration libraries and assist 
municipal public libraries to extend their services 
to counties. The Florida Library Association asks 
all gubernatorial candidates to become aware of 
the tragic library situation in this state and to 
comment on what yourefforts, if elected, will be to 
remedy this situation. 


General objectives very worthy. My personal at- 
titude favorable although accomplishment of what 
you propose would of necessity require legislative 
approval, I will approach matter with an open mind 
if and when any action is required by me. 

Alto Adams 


The importance of the public library in a com- 
munity can not be under estimated. The library is 
not only a unique American jnstitution but is 
truly an American tradition. It has enabled the 
people of the community to find knowledge and 
broadened experience through the pages of books. 
Libraries house a treasure and wealth of experi- 
ence and enable citizens to have a better under- 
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standing of their fellow men. The fact that my 
grandmother founded the first public library in Ft. 
Pierce, St. Lucie County, makes me more aware 
of the library’s tremendous influence in community 
life. As a member of the Ft. Pierce Library Com- 
mittee, I have been happy to accept my civic re- 
sponsibility and duty in helping to expand the li- 
brary facilities in my community. I am aware of 
the poor rank and showing of Florida in the nation 
and assure those interested in this ‘‘Institution”’ of 
my continued cooperation to help Florida take her 
place alongside the leading states of our nation. 

In regard to the legislation prepared by the 
Florida Library AssociationI will make a thorough 
study of this legislation and after a complete an- 
alysis will be happy to inform you of my position. I 
pledge you my continued interest and if elected 
governor will cooperate fully in helping to improve 
Florida’s Library facilities. 

Dan McCarty 


Florida’s low rank in the Nation in its provi- 
sions of public library facilities should be of grave 
concern to every thoughtful citizen. 

You may be assured that I will give full and 
earnest consideration to the measure which will be 
proposed by the Florida Library Association. 

I will be glad to consult with the officers of 
your organization and all other interested citizens 
in developing and implementing a program aimed 
at providing adequate library facilities for all resi- 
dents of the state. 

It is my sincere conviction that if waste and 
purely political diversion of public funds are elimi- 
nated through my positive, and constructive pro- 
gram, there will be a great deal more state and 
local funds available for suchcreative community 
programs as public libraries and further progress 
in general education. I further believe that the 
people of Florida will be perfectly willing to pro- 
vide whatever additional funds may be necessary 
to achieve cultural aims for ourselves and our 
children. 

J. Brailey Odham 
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St. Petersburg Friends of Library 
Achieve A Goal and Move Ahead 


On Sunday afternoon, October 
21, the Friends of the Library of 
St. Petersburg, held open house 
in the new $60,000.00 wing of the 


Public Library. The building 
program which began May 1 was 
finished. The library staff andour 
patrons who endured clouds of 
plaster dust, buzz saws and the 
grind of steam shovels through 
the hot summer felt it was an 
occasion for rejoicing. The build- 
ing was still unfurnished, but the 
Friends of the Library were in 
the midst of a $17,000.00 drive to 
buy the necessary equipment to 
make our dream a reality. More 
than a thousand persons were 
shown the building between one 
o’clock and ten. A ten minute talk 
was scheduled each hour on the 
hour by seven St. Petersburg’s 
leading citizens, including Mayor 
Johnson, City Manager Ross Win- 
dom, Senator Baynard, Repre- 
sentative William Cramer, Vice- 
President of the Friends of the 
' Library, Mrs. Alfred C. Bergman, 
Robert W. Fisher of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and Superinten- 


dent of public Instruction, Floyd 
C. Christian. The Charm School 
Girls served punch. 

This was the first addition to 


by Hilda Glaser 


Librarian, St. Petersburg 
Public Library 


the Public Library since our Car- 
negie building was erected in 
1915 at a cost of $17,000.00. At 
that time St. Petersburg had a 
population of little over 10,000. 
Today we have over 96,000 per- 
manent residents. Our collection 
grew from 6,000 volumes to 
59,000, and we just jammed 50, 
000 books in a building designed 
to accommodate one third as 
many. As far back as 1924, the 
librarian’s reports carried urgent 
appeals for more space. Plans 
were drawn in 1939 for two wings 
to the main building; nothing 
happened. We just waited 26 
years for the new addition! 


After four years of intensive 
campaigning by the Friends of 
the Library, headed by Thomas 
Dreier, the City Council was per- 
suaded to appropriate $60,000 
for the expansion in November, 
1950. Since our funds were limit- 
ed we made two decisions. First, 
we decided to use all the money 
to get as much floor space as pos- 





The new wing of the St. Petersburg Public Library was dedicated in October. 1951, 
when over a thousand persons enthusiastically viewed its useful and aesthetically- 
satisfying facilities. 
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sible and raise money for fur- 
nishings by public subscription; 
second, we would not perpetuate 
the Carnegie architecture, which 
is distinguished by high steps 
high windows. and baroque trim- 
mings. Architect Willam Harvard wa 
designed a functional building, 
adapted to Florida living, with a dis 
loggia and large picture windows alc 
facing a lovely garden on the ple 
south. For the future, we plan to pli 
remodel the exterior of the old in 
building and make it harmonize | ch 
with the new addition, and build vil 
another wing on the north side | Bt 
for the children’s library and an | 4e 
auditorium. bi 








The new wing is approached by K. 
a covered walk which leads to la 
the entrance on street level. The m 
lobby is T shaped, running from st 
the east entrance to the west en- 
trance, with a wide passage in so 
the center that connects the new re 
building with the open stack room 
which is the ground floor of the 
old library. The charging desk re 
is centered in the lobby with a fl 
commanding view of both en- 
trances and the main reading 
room. The new reading room | §@ 
opens to the left of the main en- 
trance. The south wall is entirely 
taken up with picture windows” 
with a lovely view of the garden. 
Outside, running the full length 
of the building and extending to 
the edge of the garden, isa cover-_ 
ed loggia which shades the win- ~ 
dows from the direct rays of the 
sun. When the garden is enclos- 
ed, the loggia will be used as an 
outdoor reading area. 





The reading room is 34 by 66 
feet. It has an acoustic tile ceil-— 
ing, recessed incandescent light-~ 
ing, and a cork tile floor. The 
room is distinguished by a fire 
place at one end. The walls are 
panelled plywood tinted a. soft 
green which was rubbed to show 
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the grain of the wood. The color 
is accented in a dark green moul- 
ding around the room. The lobby 
presents a pleasing variety of 
harmonizing color, rosy beige, 
contrasting tones of green and 
brown. One wall of the lobby is 
cork like the floor, and can be 
used for displays. 


Shelving and furnishings in the 
new reading room will be in light 
birch. The shelving willaccomino- 
date the reference and Florida 
collections. The double-faced 
stacks set at right angles to one 
wall will form two browsing al- 
coves. Current magazines will be 
displayed on slanted shelving 
along the wall near the fire- 
place. The area around the fire- 
place will be furnished with an 
informal arrangement of easy 
chairs and low tables. The shel- 
ving was ordered from Library 
Bureau. The reading tables were 
designed locally. They have light 
birch tops with black metal legs. 
The birch chairs designed by 
Knoll were imported from Fin- 
land. The special library equip 
ment such as catalog cases, atlas 
stand, etc. are Library Bureau: 

The plans for the new wing al- 


so included a circular drive in the © 


rear of the building with a car- 
port for the bookmobile. The car- 
port opens into the receiving 
room, which was formerly the 
furnace room for the old library. 


We are planning to move our en- 
tire collection from the main 
reading room, in the old building 
to the stacks on the ground floor. 
The children’s department which 
is now located in the basement 
will occupy the reading room in 
the old building. This room will 
be completely redecorated. ‘The 
walls and shelving will be paint- 
ed a soft green. We will have a 
new asphalt tile floor. The old 
golden oak furniture has already 
been refinished in Modern Perma 
Finish. The tables are silver fox 
black, and the chairs were done 
in colors, green, red, ivory grey, 
pink and rose. The catalog case, 
desk and magazine rack are 
green. The children are enchaat- 
ed with the effect and are al- 
ready looking forward to their 
new library upstairs. 

While the new wing awaited 
the shipment of furniture it was 
not idle. We held four art shows 
this winter, a Sunday afternoon 
concert of recorded music, and a 
drama quartet performance by 
Junior College students. In the 
meantime we have worked out 
plans for moving the collecuon 
when the shelving and other fur- 
nishing arrive. We measured the 
necessary lineal feet of shelving 
for each classification and desig- 
nated the location on our floor 
plan for the stacks and reading 
room. We will use crates large 





A view of the reading room, 34 by 66 feet, in the new wing of the St. Petersburg 
Public Library. A fireplace, soft green coloring and light birch furnishings com- 
bine to make a harmonious setting for browsing or study. 
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enough to hold a three foot shelf 
of books. One staff member will 
supervise the packing, and an- 
other will see that the books are 
placed in the proper place in the 
new stacks. 

Moving the children’s depart- 
ment will create a different prob- 
lem. This collection will have to 
be immobilized until the shelves 
are painted. If our equipment ar- 
rives on schedule, we should have 
the new wing open for public ser- 
vice by May 1. 

The new addition provides 
4224 square feet of space not in- 
cluding the covered loggia. This 
nearly doubles the working area 
available in the old building. We 
realize that this is not adequate 
for present needs, much less for 
the anticipated growth inthenext 
five years, but if considered as 
step one in our expansion pro- 
gram, it is an achievement St. 
Petersburg can be proud of, and 
one that would never have been 
realized without the vision and 
efforts of the Friends of the 
Library. 





EMORY 
LIBRARY 

A week’s Institute for public 
and school librarians will be held 
August 4-9 at Emory University 
and is open to all practicing li- 


UNIVERSITY 
INSTITUTE 


PLANS 


brarians. Public relations, 
sonnel procedures, problems of 
finance, and school and public 
library relationships are among 
the subjects programmed. Costs 
are low, $12.50 for tuition with 
rooms svailable in college dormi- 
tories. April 1 is last registration 
date. Write Library Institute, 
Emory University, Georgia tor 
registration and further informa- 
tion. 


pei- 
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Out in Front with Public Health 


Florida Has Largest State Public Health Library in Nation 
And Serves Doctors, Laymen, Health Centers by Mail 


The Florida State Board of 
Health Library, though esti- 
mating its holdings at only 
16,000 volumes, fills a unique 
place. It is the largest state 
public health library in the 
United States, and it has one 
other singularity—much of its 
business is ‘“‘mail order’’. 


Many earlier attempts had 
been made to establish the Lib- 
rary but it took aid from the 
Rockefeller Foundation in19382z 
first to make it an actuality. lts 
first purpose was to meet the 
needs of Florida’s public health 
workers and second to assist mem- 
bers of the medical profession. 


An arrangement was made 
with the Florida Medical Associa- 
tion whereby journals received 
through exchange would be given 
to the Library. In return these 
volumes would be bound and 
made available to the Associa- 
tion’s staff and membership. The 
Association office uses the library 
largely for verifying reference in 
editing. While the usual media— 
book and periodical lists, informa- 
tive blotters, new book lists in 
the local society bulletins, etc.—— 
have been utilized, no real effort 
has been made to fully expand 
this service. Since Florida has no 
medical schools and most com- 
munities are without medical lip- 
raries, supplying the needs of 
Florida’s physicans would be a 
tremendous task. It would re- 
quire a considerable increase in 
funds for professional staff, tra- 
vel expenses, and photostating. 
The out-of-town physicians who 
do use the library are most co- 
operative and appreciative, and 
they have lost only one volume 
in the past five years. 


In the early days the Duval 
County Medical Society met in 
the Library, and its members 
gave generously from their per- 
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by Lora Frances Davis 


Librarian, State Board of Health 


sonal collections. That is how the 
Library came to feel so strongly 
its connections with the medical 
profession and to be eager to 
serve it. Themembersofthe Duval 
County Medical Society make ex- 
tensive use of the Library’s re- 
ference and bibliographic service 
and account for about half of the 
circulation. 


There are of course, readers 
from other professions, and some 
books are stocked for lay readers 
in connection with creating inter- 
est in public health programs. 
This is especially true in the men- 
tal hygiene field where much pro- 
gress has been made through 
mental hygiene societies, club and 
church study programs, and tea- 
chers’ correspondence courses. 
Great care is used both in select- 


ing suitable materials and in 
lending only to persons who have 
valid reason for borrowing. Even 
the medical texts are sometimes 
loaned to lay people such as at- 
torneys for legal testimony. How- 
ever, the problem in dealing with 
lay people is to keep them from 
treating themselves or their fami- 
lies and from hampering and ad- 
vising physicians. Wherever pos- 
sible lay people are given pamph- 
lets distributed free by the Di- 
vision of Health Information. 

The Library maintains twelve 
file cabinets of reprints, radio 
scripts, and pamphlets. Many of 
these were written for lay people 
and are useful to public health 
and other professional people for 
PTA and club programs. Some 
are reprints of quite valuable and 
often out-of-print articles on re- 
search especially on tropical and 
respiratory diseases. 

Public Health workers must 
know the law under which they 





Dr. Frank G. Slaughter and Lora-Frances Davis, librarian of the Florida State 
Board of Health look over some details on the medical history of ancient Eyypt, 
Slaughter’s next novel. 
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operate. For that reason the Li- 
prary has a complete set of Flori- 
da iaws and often serves as ua 
type of legal advisory. Of course 
any complicated problem goes to 
the Board's attorney through the 
State Health Officer. 

The scattered plant of the 
State Board of Health makes in- 
definite loans not only desirable 
put essential. One of the offices 
several miles distant is the Bu- 
reau of Sanitary Engineering 
which keeps most of the publi- 
cations in its field as do the Lab- 
oratories. However, aninter-ottice 
mail system makes possible a 
speedy recall of titles needed. 

This mail system also makes 
possible the routing of periodi- 
cals. The Library receives 475 
periodicals and routes these as 
they come in so that it is possible 
for state office people to see jour- 
nals in their field soon after pub- 
lication. This courtesy is also ex- 
tended to the Rapid Treatment 
Center at Melbourne, the guid- 
ance clinicsandthe branch labora- 
tories situated in various loca- 
tions throughout the state. 

Most of the ‘mail order busi- 
ness” is to the county health de- 
partments. The current policy is 
to build up a strong central li- 
brary from which counties may 
borrow and to encourage and ad- 
vise these county health depart- 
ments in purchasing books them- 
selves and in obtaining free lit- 
erature, Upon request the Li- 
rarian does go and set up their 
libraries for them. Some have 
very good collections, notably 
Dade, Palm Beach, and Leon. 

Reversing this policy where 
federal funds have been avail- 
able, the Library has purchased 
special subject collections for par- 
ticular purposes, catalogued the 
books, and sent them as inaefi- 
nite loans to: the Alachua Coun- 
ty Department of Public Instruc- 
tion where mental hygiene cour- 
ses are conducted for public 
school teachers; the Human,Re- 
lations Institute (Tallahassee) 
where a guidance clinic is con- 
ducted and Florida State Univer- 
sity students are trained: Miami 
Heart Assocation which has 130 
member physicians; Rapid Treat- 
ment Center, Florida’s venereal 
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disease hospital; the Duval Tumor 
Clinic where, cancer patients are 
treated on charity basis; child gui- 
dance clinics of Hillsborough and 
Pinellas Counties where books 
are used for professional staff 
and as therapeutic reading as- 
signments for patients and their 
families. Each of the five branch 
laboratories have a few basic re- 
ferenve books and several regu- 
lar subscriptions. 

The Library’s pride and joy is 
its fine collection of indexes mak- 
ing the world’s medical literature 
known to its patrons: a complete 
set of the Index Catalog of the 
Surgeon General’s Library, Quar- 
terly Cumulative Index Medicus, 
Current List of Medical Liter- 
ature, some very old numbers of 
Index Medicus, Biological Ab- 
stracts, Chemical Abstracts, and 
Excerpta Medica, Microbiology 
and Hygiene Section. Many of the 
articles so locatedare made avail- 
able through microfilm. 


The Library’s problems are the 
old ones (1) inadequate space, 
(2) limited book fund, (3) insur- 
ficient professional personnel. 
The space problem has a neat 
twist. The work room is in the at- 
tic along with the older books 
and journals and duplicates. Du- 
plicates cannot be kept of any 
periodicals except Florida Health 
Notes. This has made possible a 
gift of two truck loads to the Uni- 
versity of Florida for its proposed 
medical school library and gifts 
have gone all over the world 
through the medical Library Ex- 
change. Of course missing issues 
and volumes are secured for this 
Library through the same Ex- 
change. 

The other space problem is the 
necessity for holding all meet- 
ings of any size in the Library, 
and public health people are great 
planners and organizers and must 
hold many meetings. Even film 
showings for more than five peo- 
ple have to be in the Library. 
This definitely discourages study 
especially amongst practicing 
physicians who sometimes save an 
afternoon to work on a paper and 
come to find in progress a class, 
a meeting, or worse still a film. 
However, the Library strives to 
remember the quotation, ‘““When 











life has played you a trick, make 
it a trick.’ Efforts are made to 
be as cooperative as possible with 
the groups knowing that the pev- 
ple gathered will become ac- 
quainted with the library. The 
largest meeting of the year is a 
three day session of the County 
Health Officers. The Library 
ends its year as a reception room 
where a Christmas coffee is held 
for all (approximately 400) pub- 
lic health workers in Jackson- 
ville. 


SOLTAS Notes... 


(Continued from page eight) 
troduction to Materials and L. S. 
426 Audio-Visual Materials, which 
will be offered in both the six- 
week and nine-week sessions, our 
offerings are in the nine-week 
session. The fact that our stu- 
dents are in all stages in advance- 
ment toward full certification 
and toward degrees makes it next 
to impossible to provide for their 
progress on any other basis. 
Florida High School Library 
Council. 

The annual meeting of the Flor- 
ida High School Library Council 
composed of student library as- 
sistants from school libraries all 
over the state of Florida willhold 
its annual meeting at the Metho- 
dist Youth Camp in Leesburg 
from May 9th through 11th. The 
State Department of Education 
and theSchoolof Library Training 
and Service at Florida State Uni- 
versity and the Florida Associ- 
aton of School Librarians are co- 
operating as sponsors of the Flor- 
ida High School Library Council 
and are assisting in the planning 
of the annual meeting. Mrs. Bes- 
sie Crowell Librarian, Clear- 
water High School, Advisortothe 
Council, is general chairman for 
the annual meeting. The State De- 
partment of Education is repre- 
sented by Mr. Zollie Maynard; 
the Florida Association of School 
Librarians by its president, Miss 
Jean McCanless, and the School 
of Library Training and Service 
by Mrs, Sara Krentzman Srygley 
and Miss Pauline O’Melia. Char- 
les Harmon, Presidentofthe Flor- 
ida High School Library Council 
is working with the committee. 

—Robert Clapp, Acting Dean 
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Constitution and Re-Drafted By- 


Article I. Name 
This organization shall be called the Florida 
Library Association. 
Article II. Object 
The object of the Association shall be to promote 
the library interests of the State of Florida, and 
cooperate and coordinate its activities with region- 
al and national library associatons. 
Article III. Membership 

Section 1. Any person or institution actively en- 
gaged in library work in Florida may become 
an active member of the Association by paying 
the annual dues. Other persons or institutions 
interested in library work or allied educational 
work may become associate members by pay- 
ment of the regular dues, but do not have the 
privileges of voting or taking active part in the 
business sessions. 

Section 2. On nomination of the Executive Board, 
persons who have rendered important services to 
the library interests in the State, but who are 
not at the time actively engaged in library work 
in the State, may be elected honorary members 
by unanimous vote at any Annual Meeting of 
the Association. 

Section 3. On payment of the required fee, any 
individual or institutional member may become 
a life member exempt from annual dues. Life 
membership fees shall be invested by the Exe- 
cutive Board and held as a permanent endow- 
ment fund. 

Article IV. Divisions 

Section 1. Divisions of the Association may be orga- 
nized upon application to and approval of the 
Executive Board. Each division shall represent 
a field of activity in general distinct from that 
of other divisions. Groups may form round 
tables to promote activities which will be of in- 
terest to members of more than one division. 
They shall be formed in the same manner as the 
division but shall hold meetings at a time which 
will not conflict with regular or divisional meet- 
ings. 

Section 2. Each division shall be entitled to receive 
from the Association for carrying on its activi- 
ties an allotment of funds as provided in the 
by-laws. 

Section 3. Each division shall have a board of di- 
rectors, which may be the elected officers of 
the division. This board of directors shall have 
the responsibility for the conduct of its affairs 
and the expenditure of its funds. 

Section 4. Each division may have a representative 
on the Executive Board of the Association. This 
representative may be Chairman, or any desig- 
nated member of the division. 

Article V. Meetings 
The Association shall meet annually in the 
Spring of each year. 
Article VI. Executive Board 
The officers of the Association, and one repre- 
sentative from each division, shall constitute the 

Executive Board. The President of the Association 

shall be the Chairman. The Executive Board shall 





administer the business of the Association, shall 
appoint special and standing committees, shall ar- 


range the program for the Annual Meeting, and 


shall decide the time and place of same. 
Article VII. Officers 

Section 1. The officers of this Association shall be 
a president; a first vice president, who shall be 
the president-elect; second vice president; secre- 
tary; and a treasurer. The second vice president 
shall be a library trustee. 

Section 2. At the first session of each Annual Meet- 
the Executive Board shall appoint a committee 
of three on nominations, which shall report at 
the last session of each meeting. The nominating 
comittee shall propose one name for each elec- 
tive office: other nominations may be made from 
the floor. In case of contest for any offices, the 
President shall appoint two tellers to conduct 
the balloting. In the absence of other nomina- 
tions from the floor, the adoption of the report 
of the Committee shall be considered as an elec- 
tion. 

Section 3. The secretary and the president shall 
receive funds as provided in the by-laws for the 
purpose of paying necessary stenographic help.. 

Article VIII. Affiliated Organizations 
By action of the Executive Board regional lib- 
rary associations and other library groups and 
organizations may be associated with the Florida 

Library Association and receive recognition in such 

manner as provided in the by-laws. 

Article IX, By-laws 
By-laws may be adopted and amended by vote 
of the Association upon the reccommendation of 
the Executive Board. Any by-law may be suspend- 
ed by a three-fourths vote of those present and vot- 

ing at a Meeting of the Association. 

Article X. Amendments 

This constitution may be amended by two-thirds 
vote of the members present at any Annual Meet- 
ing provided a majority of the membership is 
present and due notice of the proposed change has 
been given by the Executive Board in the call for 
the meeting. If a majority of the membership is 
not present, this constitution may be amended 
upon a vote by members present authorizing the 

Executive Board to conduct a vote by mail. Two- 

thirds of those voting must approve the proposed 

amendment. : 


PROPOSED REDRAFT OF BY-LAWS 
Article I. Membership 
Section 1. Dues, Rights, and Privileges 

(a) Individual active members 
Annual dues shall be $1.50, subject to divi- 
sional allotment. 

(b) Associate members 
Annual dues shall be $1.00, not subject to 
divisional allotment. 

(c) Institutional members 
Annual dues shall be $2.00, not subject to 
divisional allotment. 


A library membership shall entitle that 


library to one vote and the trustees there 
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to all other privileges of the Association. 
(d) Affiliated societies 

Annual dues shall be $2.00, not subject to 

divisional allotment. 

An affiliated society shall be entitled to one 

vote. 

(e) Life members 

Individual dues shall be $25.00, subject to 
divisional allotment for those who become 
life members after the adoption of this 
section. 

Institutional dues shall be $50.00, not sub- 
ject to divisional allotment. 

Section 2. Members whose are unpaid for over 
two years and who continue thisdelinquency for 
30 days after receiving a written notice of the 
same from the treasurer shall be dropped rom 
membership. This membership may be renewed 
by the payment of the dues required of new 
members. 

Section 3. No member who is in arrears for dues 
for the current year shall hold office in the 
Association or take active part in the Meetings. 

Section 4. 

(a) The fiscal year of the Association will 
end March 31. 

(b) The membership year for the Association 
and for the divisions shall be the calender 
year. 

(c) Annual dues shall be payable to the Trea- 
surer, who shall mail notices of such dues 
to all members, on or before the first day 
of January of each year, and a second 
notice to all members who have failed to 
pay the same, on or before the first of June 
of each year. 

Article II. Divisions 

Section 1. Each division shall organize as suits its 
needs and carry on activities along the lines of 
its own interests. 

Section 2. Thirty-five cents of the Association 
dues paid by each active member of the Associ- 
ation shall go to one division, in accordance 
with the expressed desire of the member. 

Section 3. Members of the Association may be- 
come members of more than one division upon 
payment of an additional 35-cents fee for each 
additional division chosen, such fees to be in- 
cluded in the allotment to the division desig- 
nated; and upon meeting any other qualifica- 
tions the division may impose. 

Section 4. Associate members may become 
members of a division upon payment of a 35- 
cent fee in addition to payment of regular dues, 
such fees to be included in the allotments to the 
division designated. 

Section 5. For any individual who becomes a life 
member after the adoption of this section the 
Executive Board shall, during the life-time of 
such member, allot 35 cents annually to the 
division expressly designated by such member, 
which designation may be changed from year 
to year. 

Section 6. Funds allotted to a division are to be 
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transferred to the treasurer of such division 
annually. The treasurer of the Association may 
require a report of the expenditures of the al- 
lotted funds from the treasurer of each division 
annually. 

Article III. Meetings 


Section 1. Special meetings of the Association 


may be called by the Executive Board at the 
request of ten per cent of the members of the 
Association, providing at least three week’s 
previous notice be duly given the Associaton, 
and only business mentioned in the call be tran- 
sacted, 


Section 2. Ten per cent of the active membership, 


representing at least five institutions, shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business 
at any annual or called meeting of the Associ- 
ation. A majority of the members of the Exe- 
cutive Board shall constitute a quorum of that 
body. 


Section 3. The Executive Board shall have au- 


thority to plan and conduct district meetings 
in the Stae. 
Aricle IV. Officers 


Section 1. All officers of this Association shall be 


elected for one year; their terms of office to 
commence at the adjournment of the annual 
meeting at which they are elected. In the event 
of no annual meeting an election may be held 
by mail. 


Section 2. The duties of all officers shall be such 


as implied by their respective titles and such 
as are specified in these by-laws. 


Section 3. The Secretary shall keep a complete 


file of records of the proceedings of all meet- 
ings of the Association and Executive Board, 
shall report the date and place of the annual. 
meeting of this Association to the Library Jour- 
nal for publication in the calendar of events, 
and shall prepare a report of the Associaton 
and send the same to the Library Journal and 
the A. L. A. Bulletin for publication. 


Section 4. The Treasurer shall disburse the 


moneys of the Association only upon the order 
or approval of the President; shall annually 
turn over to each division the allotments made 
to said division accompanied by a list of mem- 
bers whose dues are allotted; shall render an- 
nual reports to the Association at its annual 
meeting and file them to be kept with the 
records of the Association. 


Section 5. An annual audit of the Treasurer’s 


books shall be made by a committee to be ap- 
pointed by the President at the time of the 
annual meeting of the Association. 


Section 6. The Executive Board shall designate 


the amount which shall be given to the Secre- 
tary and President for necessary stenographic 
help. 

Article V. Parliamentary Authority 


Section 1. Robert’s Rules of Order, latest revision 


shall be the governing authority in any matter 
not specifically covered by this Constitution 
and these By-laws. 





State Convention 


Section Events 
School, and Children’s Section: 
Mary B. Trevor, chairman of the 
School and Children’s section an- 
nounces a luncheon and business 
meeting at the McAllister, after 
which the group will join the 
Public Library Section to hear 
Seumas MacManus. 
now 93 paid members in this sec- 
tion, making it the second largest 
in the association. 

Public Libraries Section: Anne 
Singleton, chairman of the Public 
Libraries section announces a 
luncheon at the McAllister at 
noon on Friday, April 4. As noted 
above the program following the 
luncheon will be enjoyed by the 
school and children’s librarians 
also. What fun to relax and let 
Seaumas McManus tell us stories! 


Reference Librarians Breakfast: 


Something new has been ad- 
ded! This year for the first time, 
the F. L. A. Convention program 
will include a special meeting of 
reference librarians and all who 
answer reference questions, for a 
@iscussion of various problems 
connected with their work. 


For several years, reference 
librarians in the state have felt 
that a meeting of that sort would 
be beneficial, and this fall, after 
a letter from Mrs. Helga Easonon 
‘behalf of the Miami reference 
staff, the Florida Library Associ- 
ation board agreed that the con- 
vention program should include a 
breakfast for reference workers. 

This meeting, to be held Friday 
morning at the Biscayne Terrace 
Hotel, will be of interest not only 
to full-time reference librarians 
in large libraries, but also to the 
librarians and assistants in small 
and medium-sized libraries who 
are also called upon to do refer- 
ence work. As Mrs. Eason says, 
“The problem of the reference 
librarian is how to answer the 
many divergent kinds of ques- 
tions satisfactorily in the mini- 
mum of time with the most inex- 
pensive materials and with all 
types of assistants more or less 
qualified.” 
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There are 


The program is being planned 
as an exchange of practical in- 
formation and new ideas between 
librarians. Mrs. Glen Cass, who 
has had experience in several 
small libraries and grew up with 
the Miami Public Library, will 
describe reference work ‘‘on a 
shoestring,’ explaining how many 
questions can be answered from 
a few books and free or inexpen- 
sive materials. Then several lib- 
rarians from libraries of various 
sizes will give their ‘Tricks ot 
the Trade,” or short cuts that 
they use to give more efficient 
service, and the floor will be 
thrown open for questions and 
suggestions from the audience. 

The meeting will. of course, 
adjourn in time for the delegates 
to attend the first general ses- 
sion on Friday morning. 


MIAMI HOTELS OFFER 
FINE COOPERATION 

Our first, and unsolicited, ad- 
vertising received for this issue 
of Florida Libraries came from 
Hotel Patricia. It’s three blocks 
from FLA convention head- 
quarters and suggests that its 
Mammy’s Pickaninny restaurant 
is a place to try for good food at 
reasonable prices. There’s a 
swimming pool there, too. Ro- 
land Howell, the manager and 
Jerry Johnson, public relations 
director plan to make FLA mem- 
bers who stay there welcome 
guests. 


To R. K. Othling, manager of 
the McAllister, the Association is 


especially grateful. They did 
that attractive mailing alerting 
all FLA members to convention 
dates and making reservations 
easy with the postage paid reply 
card they enclosed. All the rooms 
there are air conditioned, and it’s 
right across the street from 
Miami’s fine new public library. 
Wherever you stay you’ll get ac- 
quainted with McAllister service 
for convention sessions and main 
program events are all to take 
place there. 


The 14 advertisers in this issue 
rate your first consideration in 
placing library orders.. 


New Cataloging Aid 


Cataloging and Classification; an Intro- 
ductory Manual, by Thelma Eaton, Asso. 
ciate Professor, University of Illinois 
Library School, Urbana, Illinois. Dis- 
tributed by the Illini Union Bookstore, 
Champaign, Illinois. c1951. 113 pp. 


Reviewed by Kathryn Oller, Instructor 
School of Library Training and Service, 
Florida State University, Tallahassee. 


This new text in cataloging, 
using the revised A. L. A. Cata- 
loging Rules for Author and Title 
Entries and the Library of Con- 
gress Rules for Descriptive Cata- 
loging, is most welcome to cata- 
logers. Dr. Eaton states in the 
preface that her manual is ‘‘not a 
substitute for the present text 
in cataloging, nor for the codes of 
the descriptive cataloger. nor the 
schedules of the classifier, nor 
the lists of the subject cataloger”’ 
but is ‘‘designed to supplement 
existing material and to provide 
explanations such as are present- 
ed during class sessions to stu- 
dents who are being introduced 
to cataloging and classification.” 

The manual, divided into five 
chapters, presents a phase of ca- 
taloging and classification in 
each. Rules are not quoted, but 
the student is referred directly 
to the tools. These principles are 
set forth clearly and concisely ex- 
hibiting the author’s theory that 
a course in beginning cataloging 
is primarily a tool course and 
should stress “the techniques to 
be developed in order to use these 
tools effectively.”’ 

The examples are an important 
part of the manual. Simple skele- 
ton cards showing the most accep- 
ted for main entry under author 
and main entry under title. There 
are examples for entries for an 
anonymous classic, an anonymous 
work, added entries. analytics, 
cross references, explanatory) 
cards, etc. Of particular value 
are the cards showing the differ- 
ence in form between a local unit 
card and printed Library of Con- 
gress and Wilson cards. Unique 
to the manual are the charts ex- 
plaining the ‘“‘mechanics” of see 
also references in subject head- 
ing and the outline presentation 
of the classes, divisions, and sec- 
tions of the Dewey Decimal] 
Classification scheme. 
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Miami Library... 
(Continued from page seven) 

had begun providing enough 
money to pay for free library ser- 
vice, but administration of the li- 
brary and its branches and sta- 
tions remained in the hands of 
the club membership. 


It was not until 1937 that the 
main library of what is now the 
Miamj Department of Public Lib- 
raries was started in space in the 
old Post Office Building. Two sub- 
sequent moves brought it to the 
rather cramped area of the third 
floor of the Dade Commonwealth 
Building. Here the library re- 
mained through long, but not un- 
rewarding years, until it moved 
into the spacious new building. 
During the entire period of its 
existence the main library has 
been under the guidance of Mrs. 
Frances G. Parsons. 

In 1942, the City of Miami took 
over full operation of the library 
of the Woman’s Club and of most 
community libraries within city 
limits and the present Miami 
Public Library system with its six 
branches (Allapattah, Dorsey 
Memorial. Flagler Memorial, Le- 
mon City, Little River and River- 
side) came into existence. 

The capital improvement pro- 
gram of the City of Miami con- 
tains plans for the systematic re- 
consideration of branch sites and 
the erection of modern branch 
library buildings with distinctive 
Florida architecture, upon the re- 
tirement of the debt on the new 
library building in the next two 
years. The library program for 
this year is essentially one of fit- 
ting into the new facilities which 
have just become available. The 
staff, numbering around 130 per- 
sons, expanded rapidly and it is 
busy organizing its procedures 
and building up the collections 
and equipment necessary for an 
expanded library service. An ex- 
ample of such reorganization is 
the procuring of a Multilith ma- 
chine to process our own catalog 
cards. Wherever possible and 
without losing sight of the ulti- 
Mate aims, processes have been 
streamlined and routines shorten- 
ed: the charging of books in the 
circulation department is done 
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with the Recordak Junior. To co- 
ordinate the branch program, 
there has recently been appointed 
a Branch Supervisor; and an ex- 
tension is in the process of de- 
velopment. ‘ 

One phase of the library pro- 
gram still in the experimental 
stage is Adult Education work. 
The small but attractive audi- 
torium in the main building 
seems to offer unlimited possi- 
bilities for a varied schedule of 
lectures, music appreciation 
hours, concerts, book reviews, 
and thelike. Thoseeventsschedul- 
ed so far this year have been 
quite sucessful. 

The Miami Public Library, lo- 
cated directly across Biscayne 
Boulevard from the headquarters 
of this year’s Florida Library 
Association Convention, will have 
open house throughout the Con- 
vention. Staff members will be 
happy to show visiting librarians 
around the building and to ans- 
wer any and all questions. Mem- 
bers of the staff of the Miami 
Public Library welcome you to 
the Convention. 





London Letter ... 


(Continued from page siz) 


versity of London requires a de- 
gree for admission and its grad- 
uates are excused from a large 
part of the national professional 
examinations to become a profes- 
sional librarian here. You must 
pass this examination, given twice 
a year by the Library Association. 
It’s a stiff examination, like pas- 
sing the Bar for Law. 


We have been here over four 
months now. It has been a won- 
derful experience. But I can’t tell 
you how weare looking forwardto 
getting back to Florida and to 
our friends there. 


With this letter go my very best 
wishes to every member of the 
Florida Library Association. May 
1952 bring to every one of you 
personal happiness and profes- 
sional success. 


The 14 advertisers in this issue 
rate your first consideration in 
placing library orders.. 
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“SINCE 1863” 
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AT 


PERIODICAL, LIBRARY 4X” TEXTBOOK 
BINDINGS 


A CERTIFIED 





LIBRARY BINDFRY 


Florida Representative 
ROBERT E. PHILLIPS 


Weise-Winkler Bindery, Inc. 


27 W. COURT STREET 


CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
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Jacksonville, Florida, Public Library, 
South Side Branch, Joseph F. Marron, 
Librarian. All furniture is Library 
Bureau’s famous Natural Birch. Note the 
recessed bookshelves. Library Bureau plan- 
ning service is always available to cooper- 
ate with your architect, to help make your 
library both beautiful and serviceable for 
years to come. 


“Buying hor leas 
Us Wo hog 
when the “bargain” costs more 
through the years 


For 75 years Library Bureau has 
been serving America’s libraries 
with products built up toa 
standard—not down to a price. 


This means that your LB equipment 
will be both useful and beautiful 10, 
20, even 50 years from now. Your 
replacement cost becomes virtually 
nil. And as you grow, your library is 
in safe hands—for Library Bureau 
can always supply you with furniture 
that fits perfectly with what you 
already have. 

For complete details on LB quality 
furniture, write to Library Bureau, 
1417 San Marco Blvd., Jacksonville 
7. Ask for Catalog LB 403. 


Library Bureau— 
Originator of Specialized (Ue 
Library Equipment 


Remington Rand Inc. 


Auburndale Woman’s Club Library 


Now Serves Entire Community 


by Mary M. Moran 


Librarian 


The Life Long dream of the 
Auburndale Woman’s Club came 
true recently when the club’s 
library was moved into its own 
building. The club has operated 
a library for thirty-six years, but 
this is its first permanent home. 

The Woman’s Club, the first 
organization of its kind in Au- 
burndale, was organized Nov. 
17th, 1914, by Mrs. W. S. Jen- 
nings, then president of the Flori- 
da Federation. The population 
of Auburndale at that time was 
around 800 and the ladies felt 
that some kind of organization 
was needed to help with the up- 
building of the school and gen- 
eral improvement of the com- 
munity. Mrs. Jennings was in- 
vited to come to talk to the wo- 
men about such an organization. 
This she did, enroute to a Federa- 
tion meeting to be held in Lake- 
land the following day. The club 
was organized and three delegates 
appointed to attend the Federa- 
tion meeting with her. In intro- 
ducing the delegates to the Fed- 
eration she represented herself as 
the stork that had brought the 
infant Auburndale Club into the 
Federation within twenty-four 
hours of its organization. 

Within a few months a library 
was started by the Club. the first 
books being a case of volumes 
from the State Federation trav- 


eling library. These books were 
more cases were borrowed and by 
then so much interest had been 
created in the club’s attempt to 
install a library in the town that 
friends and winter visitors had 
begun to donate books and maga- 
zines and it was no longer neces- 
sary to borrow Federation books. 
The library was moved several 
times and finally came to rest in 
the City hall building where it 
has remained the past twenty- 
five years. From such a modest 
beginning it has grown to more 
than 5000 volumes. The location 
has long been over-crowded and 
its second floor location was a 
great handicap to many users. 
In 1939 the City of Auburndale 
gave two lots to the club to be 
used for a library building. An 
effort was made at that time to 
raise funds for a building but due 
to war-time restrictions, the pro. 
ject was shelved. The funds that 
had been raised were used to buy 
bonds towards a building in the 
future. The amount, a little over 
$1200.00 furnished the back-log 
for the final fund-raising drive. 
In June 1950, the first of a 
series of fund raising projects 
was held and the foundation of 
the building was laid the follow- 
ing April. It was ready for occu- 
pancy the first of November, 
(1951) debt-free, exactly seven- 
teen months after the project was 
started. This was accomplished 
only through the wonderful co- 
operation of the whole com- 


The Auburndale Woman’s Club Library is heused in this new building, which 
serves a reading community. 
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munity and hard work of the 
club members. 

The building and finance com- 
mittees sponsored all kinds of 
money raising projects such as 
rummage sales, bake sales. a 
moving picture, luncheons, card 
parties both large and small, put 
on the Womanless Wedding, per- 
sonal solicitations for contribu- 
tions, ice cream and cake socials. 
They sponsored a dollar night at 
which the whole town was can- 
vassed with everyone contribu- 
ting a dollar and they sold hand 
made articles. The Industrial or- 
ganizations, all civic clubs, local 
merchants, and the City of Au- 
burndale contributed most gener- 
ously. The local Rotary stepped 
in and helped with the final drive 
for funds. 

The structure, which is of con- 
crete block, is thirty-two by sixty- 
seven feet, which gives ample 
room for future growth. It was 
built for a little under $10,000.00 
which includes some new shel- 
ving, electric water fountain and 
tile flooring. The present read- 
ing tables are some portable ones 
which have been loaned to the 
club by the Presbyterian Church. 
The library owned some furni- 
ture and since it has been moved, 
more has been donated. The club 
hopes to be able to equip the en- 
tire library with proper fixtures 
and furnishings in the near fu- 
ture. 

The local Garden Club has 
landscaped the grounds and this 
has helped to make the building 
one of the most attractive spots 
in this thriving little town of 
over 5000 people. Open House 
was held November the 29th. at 
which time the entire community 
was invited to inspect the build- 
ing and its facilities. 
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More State News.. : 


(Continued from page two) 


their super-deluxe library on 
wheels; and while we’ll probably 
burst with envy when we see itat 
the Miami meeting, we’re really 
happy at yet another sign of pro- 
gress, 


Isabel G. Johnson, Eustis Mem- 
orial Library, brings word that: 


“The Eustis City Council has 
increased the library appropria- 
tion to 1% mills; meaning 
that we will now get about $4500. 
for our population of just 
about 5000. Not quite $1.00 per 
capita, but approaching it. We 
are tremendously pleased, and in 
return are opening the library at 
9:00 instead of 10:00 in the 
morning. Incidentally I got a 
raise in salary that makes my 
job nearly pay my way. 


‘It dosn’t take long to say, or 
take much room on the page, but 
it means so much to us, and to 
Eustis that we all feel that it 
should be written in large red 
letters. 
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| 1255 S. WABASH AVENUE 





FOLLETT LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


SEND FOR OUR NEW 1952 LIST 
OF SPRING JUVENILES 


Guide to Good Reading for Young Readers Listing: 


LANDMARK BOOKS 
PREPRIMERS e FALL PICTURE BOOKS 
BOY SCOUT MERIT BADGE SERIES 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER SPECIALS 


“Our other news is not so spec- 
tacular, but it also is pleasant. 
Our circulation for last year 
showed an increase of 1300 over 
the year before; we have 76 more 
borrowers and 550 more books.” 


Florida is verily pulling her- 
self up by her bootstraps and 
with a few more advancements 
such as Eustis is making, we’ll 
soon relinquish our 48th place 
in the national picture to a less 
fortunate state. 


We’re happy to see that story- 
hours are being maintained pret- 
ty universally throughout the 
state. Sarasota, not having any 
place in the library for such 
events, has to go to the schools, 
but this seems to work out satis- 
factorily and they reach more 
children than they possibly could 
at the library. The “Story Lady” 
recently had a session at one of 
the elementary schools which 
started at 9:15 and ended at 1:45, 
with a total attendance of 549. 
And she still thinks it’s fun! 

Ft. Meade’s library was spon- 


(Continued on page twenty-one) 
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Rosalie Norris writes a too-short 


letter about the wonderful new library 


at Delray Beach...and sends a picture 


I was pleased to receive your 
request for news for I feel that 
our Library should be recognized 
along with the other Public Li- 
braries of Florida. At one time I 
will admit we were rather in- 
significant but we are now com- 
ing into our own, not only in our 
community, but in the southern 
part of Palm Beach County. We 
have been in our new building 
over two years, have cork floors 
throughout, a very lovely Chil- 
drens room furnished in bamboo 
with cypress paneled walls, good 
size stackroom, Music and Art 
room with the Mezzanine over 
head, large Mainroom, Work- 
room and Librarians’ Office. No 
public powder room as yet (would 
like different Librarians sugges- 


tions about having public powder 
rooms). 

This year for the first time we 
are having quite a few programs 
for our adult patrons. Beginning 
February 11 we are having Mon- 
day Morning Book Reviews with 
Mr. Edward Clark of Miami as 
reviewer. There will be six re- 
views. February 13, Mr. Louis Ca- 
pron will speak on the Seminole 
Indians and March 19 Ruth 


Stuart Allen will speak to us on 
the American Hibiscus. The even- 
ing lectures are free but for the 
reviews we are charging $5 for 
the series. The money from these 
will be used toward the building 
and equipment, In April or May 
we hope to have the Palm Beach 
County Librarians meet here 
with us, but as yet, I haven’t been 
notified of the date. In July we 
begin our activities for the young 
people, story hours, stamp clubs, 
art classes etc. We have also been 
given a very lovely exhibit case 
in which for our first exhibit we 
are going to have Mr. Theodore 
Pratt’s material he used in writ- 
ing the “Barefoot Mailman’’. We 
have a very fine collection of 
gem minerals given to us in mem- 
orial by Mr. William Pitts of 
the California Academy of Sci- 
ence. We also have a very good 
Reference Department which 
both Mr, T. Pratt and Mr. W. J. 
Pat Enright use all the time. 
Our building was built through 
donations and a few War Bonds. 
The City of Delray Beach gave us 
the land and $12,000. So far it 
has cost around $50,000. We still 


have some interior finishing to 
be done. 
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More State News... 


(Continued from page nineteen) 


sored by the Chamber of Com- 
merce, which might give some of 
you an idea for a key-noter for a 
projects of your own. After all, 
who is more interested in the de- 
yelopment of a community in 
every sense (cultural, business, 
social) than a Chamber of Com- 
merce. You know it was the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
that spear-headed the Sarasota 
Public Library Building. 


Along with the many librarians 





Nominees Needed 


For National Awards 


Florida Libraries have a good 
chance to achieve more national 
attention than ever if librarians 
will just “sit down and write a 
letter” to the A. L. A. Committee 
on Awards. The committee wants 
letters of nomination of not more 
than 150 words giving support- 
ing evidence on thenominee, who 
may be eligible for the Joseph W. 
Lippincott Award or for the Let- 
ter Awards. 

The Joseph W. Lippincott 
Award of $500 will be given ‘‘for 
distinguished service in the pro- 
fession of librarianship, such ser- 
vice to include outstanding parti- 
cipation in the activities of pro- 
fessional library associations: 
notable published professional 
writing; or other significant acti- 
vity on behalf of the profession 
and its aims.” 

The Letter Awards are for 
$100 each, and are given ‘to a 
librarian who, in line of duty, 
contributes most to emphasise the 
human qualities of service in lib- 
rarianship;”’ and ‘‘to a library 
for distinguished contribution to 
the development of enlightened 
public opinion on an issue of cur- 
rent or continuing importance.” 

Send your letters to A. L. A. 
Committee on Awards, Harriet I. 
Carter, Chairman, Extension Di- 
Vision, Indiana State Library, 
140 N. Senate Avenue. Indian- 
apolis 4, Indiana. You have only 
until April 15, 1952. 
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attending the Mills Memorial 
Library dedication at Rollins 
College was Martha Da Boll of 
Lakeland. We're sorry we 
couldn’t get there but are look- 
ing forward to welcoming Paul 
Kruse back to the state. You 
know, Paul sorta belongs to us, 
too, as well as to the college lib- 
rarian’s section, cause he used to 
be reference librarian at the 
Jacksonville Free Public Library 
when we first knew him. 

There’ll be many new faces at 
the Miami meeting, among them 
Harriet Dare, who is the new 
cataloger of the Coral Gables 
Library. 

Advertising note: Have you 
seen that blotter from Delray 
Beach with a picture of the lib- 
rary, address and opening and 
closing hours? 

Ideas to borrow: There’s a 
drive-up deposit box at Albert- 
son Memorial Library in Orlando. 
Maybe you can’t swing anything 
that elaborate, but how about a 
locked box somewhere outside 
the library door for the conveni- 
ence of patrons during ‘off’ 
hours. This should be especially 


appreciated in the communities 
where of necessity the library is 
open different hours on different 
days. , 

Phonograph record collections 
are becoming more and more pop- 
ular in more and more libraries 
throughout the state. Anne Single- 
ton, from Bartow, writes that 
they have just started a collection 
of LP music recordings for gen. 
eral circulation. St. Petersburg 
has had a similar collection for 
some time, and Sarasota has both 
LP’s and 78’s (for circulation. 
Tampa has a fine collection but 
at the last report were not cir- 
culating their records since they 
are fortunate enough to have a 
room where they can give con- 
certs and music appreciation ses- 
sions. 

From the Cooper Memorial 
Library in Clermont: 

“We in Clermont are proud of 
our Public Library. A couple 
from Michigan dropped in one 
day this past month and asked to 
look about the library. They were 
planning to move south and a 
“MUST” was a town with a satis- 


(Continued on page twenty-four) 





P. O. Box 1942 
TAMPA 1, FLORIDA 





library furniture. 


Keeping pace with today’s 
concepts of functional design 
in library interiors is one of 
our principal functions. 


May we offer our suggestions 
on how to put New Life in 
your library? 

REPRESENTING IN FLORIDA 
JOHN E. SJOSTROM COMPANY 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


P. K. SMITH & CO. 
326-34 Central Avenue 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
(Pinellas County) 
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For Better | 


Libraries 
ELECT 


Brailey 
ODHAM 


Governor 
Of Florida 


“Libraries are of great | 


value to a progressive public 


and, especially, to those who | 


would faithfully serve that 


| public. Every citizen of our 
| state should have access to 


library service, that govern- 


| ment by the people will be an 
| enlightened government. If I 


am elected your governor I 
shall bend every effort to 
see that funds and personnel 


are provided for expanded | 


library service, in the rural 
areas as well as our towns, 
cities and school.” 

J. BRAILEY ODHAM 


A VOTE FOR 
ODHAM 
IS A VOTE FOR 
IMPROVED LIBRARIES 
IN FLORIDA . 


Hernando Co. Odham-for-Governor 


Committee, John Berdanier, Treas. 
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The School of Library Training 
And Service on the Road 


by Pauline O’Melia 


Since its inception in June 1947, 
the School of Library Training 
and Service at Florida State Uni- 
versity has worked toward pro- 
viding both training and service 
for all types of libraries and for 
the librarians who administer 
them. It is in connection with the 
interpretation of the ‘‘service’’ 
aspect of the program that the 
first extension classes were or- 
ganized. Dr. Louis Shores and 
Mrs. T. Q. Srygley first envision- 
ed what could be achieved by 
making basic courses in the selec- 
tion of library materials avail- 
able throughout the state. Thus, 
from the very beginning, an ex- 
tension program has been an in- 
tegral part of the Library School’s 
curriculum. 


Toward this new program, uni- 
que in the offerings of library 
schools, Florida State University 
has contributed the services of a 
regular faculty member, while 
the General Extension Division— 
which serves all state institutions 
of higher learning—has organi- 
zed the classes and supplied the 
large materials collections necess- 
ary. The initial selection and 
preparation of the several hun- 
dred volumes that became the 
foundation of the libraries for the 
later extension classes was a tre- 
mendous task that Mrs. Srygley 
and Mrs, Bernice Mimsofthe Chil- 
drens Library in the General Ex- 
tension Division worked out to- 
gether. 


From that time on, much has 
been added systematically to the 
collection. and, because of the de- 
mand for materials even during 
the first year, the collection is 
kept in triplicate. One of the dis- 
tinctive features of this course is 
th provision of the extensive li- 
brary,usually numbering seven or 


people became available in the 


community in generous enough|é™ 


great help to the developme 
of library programs. It has also 
encouraged parents to hecome 


ia 
more intelligently aware of chil mee 


dren’s reading interests and hag}; 


opened wide vistas to boys and 
girls where reading interest has 
lagged. 


Since the establishment of cri- 
teria for the selections of mater- 
ials in accordance with the ever- 
widening and development inter- 
ests of boys and girls is the pur- 
pose of this course study of the 
use of a variety of materials is 
made. Kecords, filmstrips, slides 
and films are loaned from the 
Library School’s own collection 
and this source is supplemented 


‘by the film and record libraries 


ot the General Extension Divi- 
sion. The representatives of many 
commercial companies have been 
most generous in loaning mater- 
ials and equipment for class de- 
monstration and use. Music and 
record shops in the communities 
where the classes are held have 
also been generous in making ad- 
ditional materials available for 
class consideration and discussion. 

An earnest effort has been 
made to offer this basic course in 
convenient cénters throughout 
the state. In the first year Miss 
Nettie Taylor and Miss Mary Ve- 
vereaux carried on Mrs. Srygley § 
pioneer work, and since then 
Miss Pauline O’Melia has offered 
this basic materials course if 
from one to three centers each 
semester. Over a four year period 
classes have been held in Jack- 
sonville, Pensacola. Ft. Lauder 
dale, Plant City, Marianna, Chip 
ley, De Funiak Springs, Lees 
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burg, Sanford. Bradenton, Miami, 
Myers, Milton, Crestview, 
City, Orlando and Ft. 


The students involved in these 
class have been primarily pub- 
ic school personnel—classroom 


| seleg.jteachers, principals, county su- 
young |pervisor . (of instruction. of art, 


in the 
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of music, of school lunch pro- 
grams.) There have also been re- 
presentatives from many other 
community groupsconcerned with 
children’s welfare, i. e., Sunday 
School teachers and superinten- 
dents, juvenile court officers, so- 
cial workers, Girl Scout, Boy 
Scout. YWCA and YMCA profes- 
sional personnel, PTA officers 
and leaders inmany organizations 
for young people. 


In many communities parents 
without particular ‘professional 
affiliations have come to enroll 
because they wish to become bet- 
ter informed about ways to guide 
children’s reading, listening and 
looking. The enthusiasm of these 
parents over the discovery of 
more ways to promote a family’s 
enjoyment of experiences togeth- 
er has been a true source of in- 
spiration. 


Not the least of the resuiw 
stemming from these classes has 
been the stimulation of faculty 
groups toward carefully planned 
purchases of materials and equip- 
ment and an increased awareness 
of the need for careful selection 
and wiser use. With these -cour- 
ses, too, have come opportunities 
to visit in many classrooms, in 
school and comunity libraries 
and to talk with interested groups 
about ways to use even limited 
resources effectively. 


In January 1949, a second ex- 
tension course was offered by the 
School of Library Training and 
Service in cooperation with the 
Genera! Extension Division in re- 
sponse to requests for more audio- 
visual instruction. Dr. Myles H. 
Ritchies, Head of the Department 
of Audio-Visual Materials at Flo- 
rida State University, taught the 
basic course, Audio-Visual Mater- 
ials (formerly L. S. 466 now L. 
§. 426). This course presents ba- 
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sic principles in the selection and 
use of audio-visual materials and 
equipment considering problems 
ranging from the selection and 
projection of flat pictures to the 
operation of various types of mo- 
tion picture equipment. Provision 
of supervised laboratory periodsto 
give opportunity for students to 
learn to operate equipment and 
achieve a degree of skill is an 
important phase of the course. 


Here, too, an effort has been 
made to offer this instruction in 
strategic centers throughout the 
state for the convenience of as 
many persons as possible, i. e., 
Jacksonville, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Sanford. St. Petersburg, Pensa- 
cola, Chipley, Tampa, Plant City, 
and Tarpon Springs. In the fall 
of 1951, Mr. John Mitchell, for- 
merly with the Audio-Visual Cen- 
ter at Indiana University, joined 
the faculty of the School of Lib- 
rary Training and Service at 
Florida State University. Mr. 


Mitchell is now offering the ba- 
sic course in Audio-Visual Mater- 
ials in Tampa. 


At the present. these two cour- 
ses represent the off-campus of- 
ferings of the School of Library 
Training and Service. An addi- 
tional course, Sound Film, has 
been approved for extension, but 
has not yet been offered. The 
identification of centers in which 
courses are offered each year is 
determined cooperatively by the 
General Extension Division of the 
University of Florida which sup- 
plies course materials and the 
School of Library Training and 
Service, which supplies the in- 
structors, Requests are consider- 
ed as they are made and in terms 
of combinations of centers that 
make a practicable travel sche- 
dule. 


The 14 advertisers in this issue 
rate your first consideration in 
placing library orders.. 


Recent Vital Publications 


BARCIA’S CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE 


CONTINENT OF FLORIDA 


Translated from the original Spanish, with Notes, by Anthony 
Kerrigan; foreword by Herbert E. Bolton. This beautifully designed 
volume gives a vivid recount of Spanish Florida as the explorers 
actually saw it when Florida extended from Labrador to 


Tampico, Mexico. 


QUIET, PLEASE 


Price $15.00 


This charming little book by James Branch Cabell, the author 
of Jurgen, comes very close to being an autobiography. It records 
personal reminiscences and reflections on the development 


of a novelist and his art. 


Price $3.00 


THE CARIBBEAN AT MID-CENTURY 
A collection of nineteen papers delivered during the first (1950) 
annual conference on the Caribbean. Edited by A. Curtis Wilgus. 
The contributors, distinguished scholars from the United States and 
the Caribbean area, discuss Caribbean language, literature, science, 


politics, agriculture and other important topics. 


Price $4.00 


PROBLEMS OF AMERICA’S AGING POPULATION 
A collection of papers delivered at the First Conference on 
Gerontology held at the University of Florida in 1950. Edited by 
T. Lynn Smith. A stimulating revelation of the rising problem 
of America’s aged and their migration to the south, especially to 


Florida. 


Price, paper cover, $1.50 


UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA PRESS 


GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
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Extension Service News and Notes 


Books for young readers will 
again be available to Florida 
public libraries this summer from 
the Children’s Library oftheGen- 
eral Extension Division of Flori- 
da, according to Troy M. Wake- 
field, public library consultant 
for the Division. 


A minimum of one hundred 
fiction titles will be sent for va- 
cation reading programs on re- 
quest of any Florida librarian. for 
use from May 7 untilSeptember 1, 
Mr. Wakefield reports. 


The only charge for ths service 
is for transportation costs on the 
books from Gainesville and re- 
turn. Borrowers may request 
books by title and should indicate 
reading levels (grades one 
through twelve) and types of 
stories desired. Demand for the 
books will determine how closely 
the General Extension Division 
ean fill requests. 


x 


CRAFTSMANSHIP 
SKILL 
IMAGINATION 


Since 1940, the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary Department of 
Florida has contributed books to 
the Children’s Library of the 
General Extension Division of 
Florida in Gainesville for use in 
schools throughout the state. 

Ready for summer use in pub- 
lic libraries and in school lib- 
raries for their vacation reading 
program are some 500 new titles 
which have been delivered to the 
library, or whch are now on order 
by the auxiliary. 

At the request of Miss Bertha 
Henry, librarian at Crestview, 
Troy Wakefield, General Exten- 
sion division of Florida, specialist 
in library service, spent three 
days in the west Florida town in 
February. He assisted in the or- 
ganization of volunteer commit- 
tees who are now helping Miss 
Henry in planning the classifica- 
tion and cataloging of the collec- 
tion more than 6,000 books. 


CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


BY 


A CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY 


ae 


YESTERYEAR 
TODAY 
TOMORROW 


ART GUILD BINDERY, INC. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET 
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ALA PLANS CATALOGING 
SURVEY, STANDARDIZATION 


At the ALA meeting in Mi 
in 1949, Miss Ruth MacDo 
made suggestions as to proj 
to be carried out in the South 
eastern district. In keeping wi 
these recommendations. M 
Clyde Pettus was appointed }b 
Dr. Shores, SELA president 
chairman of the SELA commit 
on cataloging and classificati 
work on the prospects. The on 
specifically started now involy 
a survey and subsequent stan 
dardization of cataloging routin 
in public libraries of the South 
east. 

Miss Pettus and her committe¢ 
are preparing the questionnaire 
to be mailed to the libraries i 
volved within a few weeks. Pu 
lic libraries of the state are in 
vited to participate in this survey 
and the cooperation of all in 
terested persons is solicited. 


‘More State News... 


(Continued from page twenty-one) 


factory library especially th 
nonfiction section. They had 
ready looked over several large 
surrounding towns and _ still 
hadn’t found what they wanted. 
So they were given a free hand 
to look—came back with an en- 
thusiastic response—‘‘We are de- 
lighted, have some fine books up 
north—will you accept them next 
fall—-Clermont’s library is wor 
derful.’’ We think so, for a town 
barely over 2000 we have abou 
6000 books in our library. W 
gave out 959 books in January 
and 77 more people used the lib 
rary that month than in the pre 
vious year. . 


The Board of the Frederick 
Eugene Jr., Lykes Memorial Lib 
rary in Brooksville has taken out 
memberships one hundred :per 
cent in the Florida Library Asse 
ciation, There’sathought for other 
boards, Dues include a subscrip 
tion to Florida Libraries. you 
know, and what better way of 
keeping everyone informed about 
library progress? Pushing hard 
to keep up with its claim to being 
an honest to goodness county I 
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prary. Hernando county folks or- 
ganized a Friends of the Library 
group on Feb. 29. Tom Dreier 
came over from St. Petersburg 
to give one of his grand talks. 
Paul Noon came over to introduce 
him (and get a little prepublica- 
tion conference off his chest too) 
and a couple of hundred folks 
signed up for the new organiza- 
tion. Junior Service League 
members put on a play, directed 
by Barbara Larkin, librarian, in 
January and raised enough money 
to start work on an outdoor read- 
ing room complete with a hot 
dogs and marshmallow fireplace. 

Mary Pickford is the latest 
member reported from Rollins 
College Book-aYear Club their 


' version of a Friends of the Lib- 


rary group. 

Over in Tampa that man 
Frieze is at it again. Whenever 
there’s a gadget lying around 
loose, Bill latches on to it for 
his admiring and appreciative 
staff. Bill writes: 

“T don’t know whether we have 
done anything that is news-wor- 
thy or not. I have filled the lib- 
rary with gadgets: : 

1. We installed Gaylord charg- 
ing machines in the main lib- 
rary and four of the branches. 
We started them operating the 
nineteenth of November and 
now from sixty to seventy-five 
per cent of our circulation is 
on the new system, 

2. At the same time we started 
the charging machines we 
threw out all the old regis- 
tration and began over. Though 
the registration cards have not 
yet arrived, we are using the 
McBee Keysort system of 
punched cards for the registra- 
tion. This system will save us 
about two months a year in 
time of periodic withdrawal 
of expired registration. At the 
same time it will give me more 
information that I can use 
about the borrowers. It will be 
the basis for a fairly complete 
survey of the users of the lib- 
rary. 

3. One thing leads to another, 
and since we were beginning 
a new registration and had to 
make several files for registra- 
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Above is a picture of the Public Library Exhibit at the recent Octala Home 






Show. Built around the theme, “Let the public library help you enjoy your life 


and your 
been inside the library, 


home”, the exhibit encouraged hundreds of visitors who had never 
later to become library patrons. The Ocala Chamber of 
Commerce and Ocala merchants cooperated with Jewel Garvin, 


librarian, and 


her Board to make the display possible. An idea, this, for fairs and community 
shows everywhere. 


tion, we installed an Elliott 
Addressing Machine to dupli- 
cate the name, address, and ex- 
piration dates on each regis- 
trant. We plan to use the same 
plates to send overdues and al- 





| 
GAYLORD BROS., Ine. 


Library Supplies 
Syracuse, New York 








so as a mailing list for special 
announcements. 

4. We also have Keysort cards 
for the work and for the book- 


(Continued on page twenty-siz) 









SECTIONAL, 60-DRAWER 
and SMALL CABINETS 
for the CARD CATALOG 





BOOK TRUCKS - Shelving 
Magazine Rack and Other 
Standard Library Furniture 
—Now in Stock for Prompt 
Shipment! 










Oak in light & dark finish. 








Many items available in 
maple — choice of two 
finishes. Please write for 
current prices. 
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We Complete Volume Two 

With this issue of Florida Lib- 
raries we complete the four is- 
sues making up volume two. 

Founded in 1949, volume one 
contains only two issues publish- 
ed in July and October of that 
year, respectively. Plans were 
to issue Florida Libraries as an 
official state library journal 
sponsored by the Library Action 
Committee. 

These plans languished and no 
further copies were printed atfer 
October, 1949 until the Florida 
Library Assocation took over, 
putting out its first number of 
volume two in June, 1951. This 
was a letter press publication 
without advertising but with ex- 
cellent state coverage of library 
activities. 

This March pre-convention 
issue speaks for itself as to pro- 
gress. 

The editor takes this ocasion to 
thank all contributors, all adver- 
tisers, and to ask continuation of 
this cooperation to the end that 
Florida may have the best and 
liveliest state journal of them all. 
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More State News... 


(Continued from page twenty-five) 


keeping in the office. Now IL 
feel that 1 have compiete con- 
trol of all our operations and 
can get very quickly any, re- 
peat ANY, intormation tnat 
anyone might want. 


“This may not be the kind of 
news you want, but the installa- 
tion of these four systems has 
kept us busy and we haven’t 
done much eise.”’ 


(Editorial comment: Biil may 
not think this Lewsworthy. bat 
we do, although our head is still 
swimming at the mere thought or 
all the work required to set up 
those new systems.) 


We are trying to make West 
Paim Beach Library-conscious. 
We had what we hoped would be 
an organization meeting tor a 
Friends of the Library group. Mr. 
Thomas Dreier came over, and 
we arranged a dinner so he could 
talk to all of the Library Board 
members and the City Commissi- 
oners. After that we adjourned 
to the Library for a meeting. We 
held the meeting in the main 
reading room placing the chairs 
so that everybody would have to 
look at the huge patch of fallng 
plaster over the fireplace. After a 
very inspiring talk by Tom Dreier 
a chairman pro-tem was elected 
The climax came though when 
the wife of one of the Commis- 
sioners got up to leave and her 
heel went through the floor. We 
had been told we had termites. 
We now have $10,000 to fix the 
the building up and make it as 
the architects say, “structurally 
sound.” We areplanning on build- 
ing an extra staircase and put 
the Childrens’ Room upstairs. I 
am afraid the $10,000 will not 
extend to furnishing, so we hope 
to arouse enough interest to geu 
some of our civic minded citizens 
to give donations. 


We do not know as yet when 
all this grand renovation will 
take place: but for the last three 
weeks we have stumbled over 
some efficient looking men look- 
ing in corners and at the ceiling 
with a knowing air. Theyallhave 


rolls of blue prints under their 
arms. We hope they will not start 
tearing up the floor right from 
under the tourists. However even 
if they do we wouldn’t stop them 
because we are so anxious to get 
a new look. 


On January 7th Paul Noon 
came down to talk to a meeting 
of the American Association of 
University Women on the condi- 
tion of libraries throughout the 
state. I think some of the things 
he said opened a few eyes. He 
brought Mrs. Noon and Christo- 
pher, and Wesley Summers with 
him. It was a nice visit and a very 
profitable one for the Memorial 
Library, because Paul met with 
the Library Board and told them 
a few of the facts, I have been 
trying to get across for a long 
time. 

John Marron, son of Joseph 
F. Marron, Chief Librarian of 
the Jacksonville Public Library 
graduated from the School of 
Library Training and Service at 
Florida State University in Feb- 
ruary. 

We’re more and more encour- 
aged by the news that many for- 
mer Woman’s Club and Junior 
League Libraries are being taken 
over or either run by the cities 
now, or at least supported fin- 
ancially by municipalities. 

Most prevalent report is in- 
creased circulation. That sounds 
fine and is a sign of progress, but 
darn it, the staffs aren’t increas- 
ed, and we’re all running around 
with our tongues hanging out 
these days. 

In Largo there’s a movement 
afoot on the part of the Town 
Manager and the ‘Largo Civic 
Club to build a new library. It’s 
still in the planning stage, with- 
out even an architect as yet, but 
it’s certainly signs of progress 
and we’re happy for the Largo 
Library and Miriam Dismore, its 
librarian. Largo needs a new 
building if circulation figures are 
indication, since in the first nine 
months of 1951 the circulation 
increased 32 per cent over the 
whole year of 1950. What grow- 
ing pains we’re all enduring! 

Film forums are an old story in 
the’ larger libraries like Orlando, 
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Tampa, Jacksonville, but smaller 
places are trying them out with 
great success. Ocala Public Li- 
brary, according to Jewel Garvin, 
librarian, has been packing them 
in and is already planning other 
projects long the same line. 


Very few libraries reported ra- 
dio programs as one of their pro- 
jects, which is surprising. Maybe 
it’s because they’ve found out 
that it’s just so much drudgery 
to turn out a fifteen minute 
script every week. It is, but when 
requests come in for the books 
reviewed, and new faces appear 
at the library as a result of this 
type of publicity, or a shut-in 
writes that through the programs 
he keeps in contact with new 
books and happenings at the lib- 
rary, it all becomes worth-while. 
It’s like that shot-in-the-arm 
you get when a small boy looks 
up with glowing face from the 
book just handed him and says: 
“Gee, lady, that’s just what 1 
want.” 


At the end of her column Betty 
wrote, “The Monday of the week 
of the Pageant of Sara de Soto 
was one of those days. We had 
620 patrons and circulated just 
short, . .15 to be exact. . .of 1,000 
books in that one day. Why, oh, 
why did I choose to be a librar- 
ian? Scrubbing floors or chop- 
ping wood would be so much 
easier.’”’ Editorial answer to that 
question is that the Betty Ser- 
vices wouldn’t speak to an easy 
job even to say ouch if one bit 
them. As Betty got out the state 
wide news copy the week of that 
magnificent Monday we mingle 
considerable awe with our thanks. 


—————————S} 


FICTION SPECIALISTS 
TO THE NATION 


*Out of Print Fiction 
*Standard Catalog Fiction 


Over 150,000 titles in stock 


Nathaniel Dame and Co. 
19 Belmont Street 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 


25 Years of Service to the Trade 
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Welcome To 
The McALLISTER 


1952 Miami Convention 
Headquarters Hotel 


500 ROOMS, 
All Au-Conditioned 


Popular Priced Coffee Shop 
Open Till Midnight 


Make the McAllister Your Headquarters 
The Year Around 
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A Special Section kor 


Reference Librarians 
(And Who Isn't?) 


One of the most successful. certainly the 
most challenging, events of the 1952 state con- 
vention was the reference librarian’s breakfast. 
For purposes of this special section a reference 
librarian is any librarian who is asked ques- 
tions, or who deals in any way, shape, or form 
with reference materials. Within such a frame- 
work no ivory tower exists tall enough or re- 
mote enough to shelter any practicing librar- 
ian. Nor is any library too small to house at 
least a dictionary. In fact wherever there’s a 
book available to a library patron there’s pretty 
apt to be a question someone wants answered 
about that book. 


For those reasons and because the after- 
math of the reference librarian’s breakfast de- 
veloped a spontaneous demand for continuing 
exchange of ideas, this issue of Florida Li- 
braries gives these four pages toward encour- 


agement both of The Reference Round Table 
for the association and a permanent feature 
for the state journal. 


In Helga Eason’s _letter-to-the-editor, 
which was not written with any idea of its be- 
ing printed, you will find a variety of ques- 
tions raised. They are for you to answer. On 
your answers will depend the establishment of 
a regular source of reference aid. Please write 
to Mrs. Eason, Reference Librarian, Miami 
Public Library, Miami 32, Florida, although 
if you write the editor your letters will be for- 
warded. 


As editor of the journal] and as librarian 
the writer finds the material which follows a 
healthy sign of life in our association, and a 
practical move toward what is referred to in 
our guest editorial by inference at least, as 
“dynamic growth.” 


The Reference Librarians’ Breakfast, pictured at the moment 
when Winston Henderson, standing, was requesting aid on the 
problems of reference material mutilation, 





The 


Please check the questions in which you are especially inter- 
ested and add any others you would like to have discussed. Re- 
turn this to Mrs. Helga H. Eason, Miami Memorial Public Library, 
1 Biscayne Blvd., Miami Florida: 

1. What kind of Ready Reference file (cards noting “hard 
to find’? material) do you have? (95%) 

2. How do you protect reference material from mutilation? 
(90%) 

3. Do you answer ‘“‘quiz’”’ questions? (90%) 


























Reference 


Questionnaire 


Seventy-four librarians met at 
700 a. m. on Tuesday April 4, 
n the terrace of the Biscayne 
errace Hotel to have break- 
ast and to hear a discussion of 
eference problems, They came 
n response to a letter and ques- 
ionnaire sent out by Mrs. Helga 
H. Eason, Head of the Reference 
Department of the Miami Public 
ibrary suggesting the need for 
ractical cooperation among li- 
raries ‘“‘who answer reference 
uestions.’’ Miss Anne Singleton, 
hairman of the Public Library 
ection of the Florida Library 
ssociation, was in agreement 
vith the plan. 

An informal atmosphere was 
mcouraged by small tables on 
hich were flowers place cards 
nd favors for each librarian. 
hese arrangements, as well as 
he excellent food, were planned 
y Mrs. Edna Savoya, First As- 
stant in the Reference Depart- 
hent of the Miami Public Li- 
rary, Miss Mabel Rust and Mrs. 
ay Warren of the same depart- 
nent. 

Miss Anne Singleton, Librar- 
n of the Bartow Library open- 
d the program by giving the 
ackground of the Breakfast 
lanned with the approval of the 
oard of the State Association. 


4. What is your policy on the use of magazine material? (50%; 
5. Do you make special loans of reference materials’? If so, 
what procedure is followed? (95%) 

6. What special arrangement igs made for holding reference 
materia] until patrons call for it? (5%) 

7. Do you make subject cards for Florida and other much us- 
ed documents or for al] documents? (10%) 

8. How do you collect and prepare material about Florida? 
(95%) 
9. Do you answer reference questions over the phone and by 
mail? (10%) 
10. What reference books on Florida have you found especial- 
ly helpful in your area, e. g. books on Florida Flowers? (100%) 
11. What is the basis for a good small reference collection 
and when and how do you add new editions? 
12. To what extent do you help children with their homework 
or special reports? (90% 
(Rated, in order of interest, from answers to questionnaires) 


The Reference Breakfast 


Mrs. Helga Eason, explained the 
reason for the original letter sent 
by members of the Miami Public 
Library. This asked for a rete:- 
ence round table, needed because 
there are no practical workshops 
in reference and circulation, on 
national, state or local levels. 

Mrs. Glen Cass, Head of the 
Circulation Department of the 
Miami Public Library, gave a 
short concise talk about basic 
reference books, telling of her ex- 
periences in the Miami Public Li- 
brary in its war days when she 
handled circulation, reference 
and any other work that came to 
hand. 

Then followed a panel of li- 
brarians from different types and 
sizes of libraries all over Florida. 
Mrs. Lucille Bostdorff, Assis- 
tant Reference Librarian, St. 
Petersburg Public Library posed 
several questions, especially ask- 
ed what is done by other refer- 
ence librarians who are asked 
for legal and medical adivce. 

Mr. Winston R. Henderson, re- 
cently appointed Assistant Di- 
rector of the Albertson Public 
Library, Orlando, Florida spoke 
vehemently against mutilations 
of all types of library material, 
and said that in his library a 
stamp was used which gave the 


(100% ) 


city ordinance telling of the fines 
and jail sentence given for de- 
stroying city property. 

Mr. Barbara Webb Larkin, Li- 
brarian of the F. E. Lykes Jr. 
Memorial Library in Brooks- 
ville said she came ‘to fetch 
home’”’ much information, but 
she did carry some to the group. 
She then gave a spirited talk on 
general reference problems. 

Mrs. Jewell Garvin, Librarian 
of the Ocala Puble Library de- 
scribed her desperate situation 
and asked for practical, not theo- 
retical, help in her library prob- 
lems partly caused by lack of 
catalog and shelf list, and part- 
ly by a small budget. 

Next, Mrs. Louise Hollister of 
the Miami Chamber of Commerce 
explained how she‘and the local 
library continually help each 
other out in answering questions. 

After these short but provoca- 
tive talks, the discussion became 
general, Members of the panel 
and librarians in the audience 
asked and answered each others’ 
questions, giving their experience 
and problems. The question of 
indexing local newspapers or 
clipping them was discussed. Sug- 
gestionS were made as to local 
resources, books. organizations 
or Key people. Miss Mary R. 


ce 


Walsh, the speaker at the ban- 
quet, emphasized the impor- 
ance of saving old encyclopedias 
because of material not reprinted 
in new editions. 

Just as the group began to re- 
lax and enthusiasm mounted, it 
was time to adjourn in order to 
go to the general meeting. Miss 
Singleton, in closing the meeting, 
asked the pleasure of the group 
as to a permanent. organi- 
zation. It was voted to peti- 
tion the Board for permanent 
status as a Round Table. In an in- 
formal vote after Mr, Henderson 
refused nomination because of 
his recent promotion, Mrs. Eason 
was elected chairman for the 
next year. She was empowered 


April 29, 1952 

All day Friday and Saturday 
numerous librarians came to me 
with ideas for practical help 
which the reference round table 
could give them. Perhaps Flori- 
da Libraries could through Flor- 
ida librarians ask for sugges- 
tions and practical advice all 
through the year. I know good 
ideas can come to anyone at any- 
time and the Round Table should 
be receptive to them. The follow- 
ing are some ideas for the Re- 
ference Round Table page in 
Florida Libraries for which I 
hope that you will think of an 
especially clever name. (Ed. note 
We haven’t, but believe someone 
will before the Sept. issue.) 

I. Important problems in ques- 
tion and answer form, with the 
question appearing in one issue 
with the requestforanswersfrom 
librarians who have more or less 
solved the problem. These signed 
answers would appear in the suc- 
ceeding issue, along with new 
questions. The layout might look 
like the attached page. 

In the case of the first ques- 
tions, suggested for June issue, 
as with any question about which 
an official statement could be 
made, we could get the opinion 
of an expert. 

A questionaire feature could be 
carried through several issues 
asking that all lbrarians give a 
list of their ten basic books 
for our reference collection. (or 
25 if you prefer.) These could 
be tabulated and the resulting 


to appoint a secretary in the area. 
it was suggested that a commit- 
tee to write the petition be nam- 
ed, and Miss Singieton, Miss Cla- 
ra Wendel. Librarian of the Or- 
lando Public Library and Miss 
Zella Adams, Librarian of the 
West Palm Beach Library ac- 
cepted the appointment. 

lt is hoped that this organi- 
zation will give real help both in- 
spirational and practical, to all 
librarians in Florida who an- 
swer reference questions. Sugges- 
tions as to how this can best be 
accomplished, should be sent to 
Mrs. Hason at the Miami Public 
Library, 

Note: In the general meeting on 
Saturday April 5, Miss Singleton 


The Aftermath 


basic ten given in an announced 
issue. I know this sort of list 
would be important as so Many 
people checked it; moreover, Mrs. 
Garvin of Ocala talked to me 
about how small her budget is 
and the problem that she has of 
getting the most for her money. 
She saw that we have Patterson, 
College Blue Book, Goode, Love- 
joy on our shelves of listing colle- 
ges. She said that she would not 
know which to buy. I suggested 
not one of these expensive books, 
but instead Part III of the Educa- 
tional Directory published by the 
State Security Agency of the 
Office of Education of the Uni- 
ted States Government, which 
costs only thirty-five cents. This 
is only one example, 

2. Odd questions which might 
be asked only once in a life time. 
Mrs. Garvin informed us that she 
had difficulty in finding direc- 
tions on how to move a bee hive; 
that information in a ready refer- 
ence file might save much search- 
ing. 

3. Every month we could ask 
for a list of new reference books 
which reference librarians be- 
lieve should be in every reference 
collection. 

4. Notations that certain li- 
braries have exchanged copies of 
duplicate periodicals. 

5. New ideas that have work- 
ed, submitted by reference libra- 
rians and printed in each issue. 

6. Cartoons similar to “Believe 
it or Not’”’ material could be used 


presented the following petition 
that was unanimously passed by 
the members: 


We hereby petition the Con- 
vention bouy tor approval of the 
tormation of a Reterence Round 
‘rable to meet during the con- 
vention for discussion of practi- 
cal reference problems; and to 
conduct, with the permission of 
the state board, other projects of 
interest to librarians. 


After this; as empowered by 
the group at the Breakfast Mrs. 
Eason asked and received the 
consent of Mrs. Inez Sondahl, 
Reference Librarian of the Mia- 
mi Beach Public Library to serve 
as secretary. 


showing reference librarians ex- 
periences. 

7. A short article suggesting 
that county organizations have 
work shops (if there are State 
Institutes, this could be done at 
that time under F. L. A. auspic- 
es.) On circulation, cataloging, 
reference, mending, visual aids 
and public relations: stressing 
that practical questions be asked 
and practical advice and demon- 
strations be given. These should 
all be worked out carefully, well 
in advance of the actual work 
shop. 

I feel and so do some‘of the 
other librarians here that this 
Round Table should not work in 
a vacuum. I suggest that we have 
an action committee in this area, 
perhaps named by the Dade 
County Library Association, to 
work with Mrs. Sondahl whom I 
have asked to serve with me in 
accordance with the suggestion 
made at the Reference Breakfast. 

At the meeting of The Dade 
County Association last Friday 
the members didn’t seem to feel 
they should name an Action Com- 
mittee to help, but said for me 
to ask the assistance from and 
the advice of a few people. What 
do you think? 

The reason that I am so slow 
in getting this letter and article 
to you is that I have tried to con- 
sult quite a number of people as 
to these suggestions. If you think 
any of these suggestions are 
good, we will be glad to go to 
work on them. 


























Reference Round Table Page 


SUGGESTED PATTERN FOR REFERENCE ROUND TABLE PAGE 


YOUR SUBJECT HEADING HERE 


Q.: What is your method of answering legal and medical ques- 
tions? 


— Lucille Bostdorff, Assistant Reference Lib. 
St. Petersburg Pub. Library, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Signature 


Address 





YOUR SUBJECT HEADING HERE 


Q.: How do you protect your reference material against muti- 
lation? 


— Winston R. Henderson, Assistant Director, 
Albertson Public Library, Orlando, Fla. 


Signature 


Address 





Above is a pattern for a regular Reference Round Table 
page. Send in your answers. Submit your questions By using the 


form above, Q’s and A’s can be clipped, attached to catalog cards FICTION SPECIALISTS 


and easily filed. TO THE NATION 
We can leave the opposite side of the page blank, so that *Out-of-Print Ficti 

detaching will not mutilate our journal. Five Q’s and A’3 can be *Standard aa aa 

printed this style in each issue. ee Eee Fen 


What is your answer to these questions? Please let us know ||/Over 150,000 titles in stock 
for mo eras aoe ee oe if _ have a Nathaniel Dame and Co. 
specific problems to present, won’t you write them to us, so tha 
they can be printed and answered in this department. in future 19 Belmont Street 
issues of Florida Libraries. Direct all correspondence on the sub- Cambridge 38, Mass. 
ject, please, to Mrs. Helga Eason, Reference Librarian, Miami 
Public Library, Miami 32, Florida. She will channel the ma- 
terial to the best advantage of all concerned. 





25 Years of Service to the Trade 





